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() ‘it is no longer a question of denying a particular
person’s (or group'’s) sacrifice, but of

denying the abstract Institution of sacrifice he doctrine of
sacrifice is either true or false It is at this point that the
classical nastika makes his appearance The utter acerbity of
their relations signifies the fact that they are no longer
bound together in a complementary pattern. The initial
point is, however, the breakthrough out of mutual
dependence in the contest for the goods of life Both ritualist
and nastika reject karman in the sense of the (sacrificial)
‘work of agonistic exchange between two parties. What
divides them is the truth or falsehood of the doctrine of
individual karman regulated by transcendent Veda
injunction... . The ritualist (and his astika progeny) in order
to safeguard man’s transcendence subjects his freedom to
transcendent injunction The nastika, on the other hand,
surrenders his transcendence in favour of man'’s freedom.-J.
C. Heesterman, p. 84



(}) ‘it (Veda) is invoked against the Internal sectarian
disintegration of the tradition, as well as against the
‘external’ (bahya) and heterodox (nastika) challenges of
Buddhism The distinction between ‘orthodox’ (astika) and
‘heterodox’ (nastika) systems is among the most basic and
familiar traditional Indian doxographies as it is in modern
surveys of indian philosophy.'-Halbfass: p 6 and p. 237

(@) (Greek (ABEQOS) atheos originally used in Greece of all

those who whether they believed in god or not, disbelieved
in the official gods of the state. In Roman empire (the word)
was used by pagans to denote Christian agnosticism.'-The
Oxford Dictionary of the Christian Church, p. 100)

(8) Macmilian Encyclopaedia af Philosophy Skepticism, Vol
Vil, p 499

(@) The assumption that all or the most significant features
of these structures are knowable

and controllable by human effort,... -Guy E Swanson, p 188

(L) The World which is the same for all, has not been made
by any god or man: it has ever been, is now, and ever shall
be... ‘Orphic Fragments, 334 EBc30, quoted in George
Thomson. Vol. ll, p. 227



(9) ‘(the tension) between the divine promise and its

ostensible failure to be fulfilled; the other is a tension
between God's will, His providential guidance and human
freedom, the refractory nature of man... the double dialectic
between design and disorder, providence and freedom.'-
Robert Alter, p 141

() If Nature's providence is all inclusive, then any event
which causes injury or suffering has to be integrated as
something which, if all the facts were known, would be
recognized as beneficial by man, '-A.A Long, p 70

() ‘About the gods, | am not able to know whether they

exist or do not exist, nor what they like in form, for the
factors preventing knowledge are many: the obscurity of the
object, at the shortness of human life.'-Protagonus for 4 The
Sophist

(o) After this event the creative period of Brahmanism
appears to have come to and end. lines of tcachers are
recorded and there was clearly some revision of Vedic
texts... but original composition seems to have been
confined to the subsidiary studies, actual law, linguistics,
astronomy and geometry.—A K. Warder. p 28

(5) T (Fey RIS 2o AT Ao @RTE | IwIFs | 329,
(R:8:5%; 8:C:HV)



(5X)'The Upanisads either individually or as a whole do not

offer a complete, consistent and logically systematized
conception of the world.'-Hajime Nakamura, p. 79

(5@) ‘(Thou) has not shown anyone how thy way is to be
comprehended. —Ezra (58) ‘| beseech you, my lord, why have
been endowed with the power of understanding.'-Ezra 4:22.

(5@) ‘the lawgivers are not really interested in the actual

contents of the Veda What they are interested instead in is
the Veda as a political instrument which can be effectively
used to keep the people under control with the fear of the
other world and gods etc which, because they boldly
proclaim as supreme wisdom supposed to be contained in
the Veda'—Chatterjee, p. 180

(S©) “ ... if there is anything in traditional Indian philosophy

that has successfully stood the test of advanced scientific
knowledge, it is the proposition of the Loka-yatas viz. that
consciousness-ordinarily understood as the differential of
the spirit or the soul-is only a product of mater.'-Chatterjee,
op cit, p 610

(59) The fool hath said in his heart, there is no god Psalms’
14.1, 531, etal



(5w) ‘Authentic religious faith ... must always entail

doubt...— Macmillan Encyclopaedia of Religion Doubt, p.
425

() There lives more faith in honest doubt.'-In Memoriam,
(Sud rt W)
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() ‘it is no longer a question of denying a particular
person’s (or group'’s) sacrifice, but of denying the abstract
institution of sacrifice. The doctrine of sactifice is either true
of false —J C Heesterman. On th origin etc. S.



(R) "...religion has been one of the most effective bulwarks

against anomy throughout human history.'-Peter Berger, p.
87

(@) Religion must be viewed against the background of the

Insufficiency, or anyway the felt insufficiency, of common
sense, as a total orientation toward life and it mut also be
viewed in terms of formative impact upon common sense —
Clifford Geertz, p. 96

(8) "...gods are a metaphor for the system of authority, the

state. The metaphor in one of rulers and Judges...'-Arthur
Wolf, p 19

(@) ... a crucial ingradient in folk religion is the immediate

presence of and access to a god or a goddess...which may
be iconic or aniconic —(i.D. Sontheimar & Herman Kulke (ed),
p. 4

() TTTS! I AARUGITH | ©2 (AR (TR THROR
e | Afzer; (2:59)

(9) Unlike in Western Asia the immigrating Aryans did not

encounter nighty enemies and big empires which would
have forced them to unite and to establish a more effective
political organization of their own." -Herman Kulke &
Dietmar Rothermund, p. 45



(®) In its simplest form the problem in this God is

omnipotent, God is wholly good; and yet evil exists... if any
two of them were true, the third would be false.'-H J M
McClosky, p. 46, God and Evil, ed. Nelson

() ‘We must conclude from the existence of evil that there
cannot be an omnipotent, benevolent

God.'-Uma Gupta, p. 84

(o) ‘Baflement, suffering and a sense of Intractable ethical

paradox are... if they are intense enough or are sustained
long enough radical challenge to the proposition that life is
comprehensible and that we can by taking thought orient
oursclves effectively within it.'-Clifford Geertz p 00

(5S) There were no dogmas to confuse the mind, and what

was still more remarkable, there was no hierarchy. The
religion was one of worship and the position of the press
conferred more honour than power. -M M Patrick, p. 4
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(58) ‘Theodicy originally referred to theories that sought to

explain how an all-powerful and al-good God can permit
evul in the world.'-Peter Berget, p. 36
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(x0) AT The Indian Theogony, Penguin, 2000; -4 ‘278" 91
TG AT GBS

(*D) ‘This skepticism is about the existence of a god, even

the king of the gods, and the cmergence of impersonal
conceptions of the ultimate ground of the universe is not
yet atheism. Such conceptions have yet to advance
arguments that belief in god is a false belief Such arguments
begin to appear where emerging theistic conceptions of
God and conceptions of the absolute source and ruler of the
world confront one another as philosophical options over an
extended period of time.'-Macmillan Encyclopaedia of
Religion. Atheism'. p. 481
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(R¥) ‘Man’s knowledge of God was inferential, being not
derived either by meditating on the operations of his own
mind, or by observing the process of external nature.'-
Dictionary of the History of lateas, mp. 302

(3) T BN TF®, I53F 39T Jok I TeWF| (@] Tolfo
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(@o) 'If the Vedas, considered to be the work of God, say
that God is the creator of the world, no value need be
attached to the statement.'-DP Chattopadhyaya, 1964, Wol
il, p. 25
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(o) RH1F 4R ©1F Ancient laudian Literature, Vol -4 4
JI991(@ herotheism 97 Kathenotheism IE&RT |
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(R) When urban society is differentiated to include also a

priestly class which dogmatizes the concepts the result is the
theological phase. -Mogens Bronsted, ‘The Transformations
of the concept gate in literature’. p. 73

(@). It reflects a cleavage between man’s consciousness of

nature, which springs... from a corresponding cleavage in
society.'-George Thomson, Vol ll, p. 133

(8) ‘Isolation and alienation from a society's primordial and

constitutional structures prevent one from having
experiences from which beliefs in the supernatural can arise
or gain support. To assume that humans can know and
control all, or the most important aspects of such structures,
Is to destroy, in principle, many of the features which give
certain social organisations a supernatural aura—their
properties of invisibility, immortality, pervasiveness,
unknownness, inescapability, and their control over conduct
thortagh what seems to be the direct indirection of purpose,
'—Guy & Swanson, p. 88)

(@) “...a gradual passing from an initial naturistic-harmonistic

attitude where the human soul is not yet violently, opposed
to the world, to a final anti-cosmic and anti-somatic and as
such dualistic and pessimistic which is peculiar to gnosis.'-
Corranda Pensa, The Field of Indian Religions, p. 107



(b) ‘Ritual trivialities) in terms of these the authors of the

Brahmans also try to validate a new social norm that
emerges on the runs of the ancient tribal one. -DP
Chatterjee, p. 12
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(5) ‘(Disbelief.) may spring from the tension between
asceptical mund and a religious heart.’-Kirkegaard, p. 3

(R) "... the idea of personal immorality has only been
divorced from the prececiding one (i.e., the non-death of the
soul) after a philosophical elaboration,, a concept of another
life does not have its origin in the Institution of sacrifice.'-
Herbert and Mauss, p. 64
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