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Sanatan Das Baul, born in 1923, not attracted by the commercial circuit, has
preserved an authenticity linked with his rural mood of life. Coming from
Bangladesh, he lives in the village of Khayerbuni (district Bankura). He
interpretes Bhatiali, (song of the rivers) by playing on the ektara (stringed
lute) on the dotara (lute with 4 strings). He is accompanied by his two sons
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Viswanath and Basudev, who also play on the gubgubi. He célebrates the
awakening of the soul.

AR LTS AT FICH ATy ot A crer e st sideen, avs
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RIS WAl TR 93RO 'text'-Q FAH ATeToY 3| Gif6 @ ez
St APE QAR oY TW, TR AR AW AT
A#faffde suesr) o1 zITR :

Kartikdas Baul belongs to the 'topsil' caste, linked with agriculture. An old
member of ‘jatra’. a popular musical theatre of Bengal, seduced by the ways
of the Baul at the age of 15, he became a disciple of Sanatandas Baul. Today
at the age of 35, he lives with his family in the village of Dhandanga
(Birbhum district). He specially invokes the Ganga and its cruelty, to the
accompaniment of his gub-gubi.
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Across all ideas of ethnicity or caste, the Bauls of Bengal move from village
to village (Madhukari). Whether they live in small communities or are engaged in
a profession, the Bauls are always in search of the Supreme Being who resides in
the temple of the body. Prossessed by 'winds of the mind', translation of the
Sanskrit 'Vakula' or Baul, they utilise music and dance as props of the divine mad-
ness. The artistic act, more than a simple imaged ritual is actually the accom-
plishment of that meeting with the Supreme Being.
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Despite the reformists' eloquent claims, the rural Muslims continued with
their older way of life to a marked degree. A late-nineteenth-century
observer was appalled at the 'pauparism, lethargy and negligence' of the
average Bengali Muslim in matters of their own faith that he went so far as
to describe them as a 'sect’ which observed 'none of the ceremonies of its
faith, which worships at the shrines of a rival religion and tenaciously
adheres to practices which were denounced as the foulest abominations by
its founder’. Not one in ten could reportedly recite the simple Kalimah, or
creed, considered indispensible for every Muslim.
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They, however, feel that they are regarded low by the high status Muslims,
because the common Muslims have no ability to appreciate their deep phi-
losophy of life and consider them not much above the class of ordinary beg-
gars.
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