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In the classic Chinese drama presented in gesture and
song, there is not only the preservation of codified system
of Gati or gaits but a considerable part of our angika or
chitrabhinaya, The Chinese classics, the Nohi of Japan, the
Behou of Thailand, the Ramayana dance of Laos, the
Cambodian ballet, the Burmese poye, and the Ceylonese
kandyan dance preserve for us chapters of Bharata’s Natya
Sastra. \
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A’few of the Young Bengal class getting a scent of
the farce, and feeling that a caricuture made it touch
them too closely, raised a hue and cry ; and choosing for
their leader a gentleman of position and influence who,
they knew, had influence with the Rajahs, deputed him
to dissuade them from producing the farce on the board of
their Theatre. This gentleman (also a Young Bengal) fought
tooth and nail for the success of his mission, The Rajahs
weuld not yield at first, but under great pressure were
obliged to give up the farce.
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“Is this civilization ?”’is the best in the language.
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“Mind, you broke my wings about the farces ; if you play
a similar trick this time, I shall forswear Bengali, and. write
books in Hebrew or Chinese.”
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The main thing is toteach the spectator to reach a
verdict.

s a5y T afiF 5@ G T @I T Tee

3w fomafld wifeera ¥03 LA o o9 RN i—
The political theatre is not solely of political interest.

It is through politics that the modern theatre occasionally
becomes a Peoples’ Theatre. The political shade of the
message is a matter for a political discussion. What is
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of more .interest here is the fact that political theatre can,
by touching the spectator’s everyday interests, rouse him
from his torpor till he becomes alert, inquisitive, and then
pleased, angry, contemptuous, or whatever, according to
plan.
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I am of opinion that our drama should be in blank verse
and not in prose, but the innovation must be brought about
by degrees.
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Ae-2itara T ABTIR Sl NI G NS I FureE w3
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I have requested set Jatinder Baboo to write the songs.
He is sure to do justice to the play.

“afmbl” 26T T8 FRFAF WwARE T8 ILI WA, Strer QYT |

ARCF ANAAT ANEIIATT NFS A6 AR TS W IS
WY FEEEW | AREA o warg I A g A
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I am aware, my dear fellow, that—there will in all likeli-
hood, be something of a foreign air about my drama.
Remember that I am writing for that portion of my country-
men who think as I think, whose minds have been more or
less imbued with western ideas and modes of thinking ; and
that it is my intention to throw off the fetters forged for us by
a servile admiration of everything Sanskrit. Iam too proud
to stand before the world in borrowed clothes. Dont let
thy soul be perturbed, old cock, for I promise you a
play that will astonish the old rascals in the shape of
Pandits. .
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This Sharmistha has very nearly put me at the head of
all Bengali writers. People talk of its poetry with rapture,

fogs &% M @ | FeEHd Aww fofa o IR, © TR
8 1—

In Sharmistha I often stepped out of the path of the
Dramatist for that of a mere poet. 1 often forgot the real in
search of the poetical. In the present play I mean to esta-
blish a vigilant guard over myself. I shall not look this way
or that way for poetry ; if I find her before me I shall not
drive her away ; and I fancy, I may safely reckon upon
coming across her now and then. I shall endeavour to create
characters who. speak as nature suggests and not mouth-
mere poetry.
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&3 | @ :—

No real improvement in the Bengali Drama could be
expected until Blank Verse was introduced to it.

@ Jiwe” sew fefa Frafeem, o-ras fofx T :—

I even go to the length of believing that our Blank Verse
thrashes the Englisher’s, as an American would say| But
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jokings apart, is not Blank Verse in our language quite as
grand as in any other 7
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Manager

For to be plain, I love to see the throngs,
As to our booth the living tide progresses ;
Still in broad daylight, ere the clock strikes four,
With blows their way towards the box they take ;
And, as for bread in famine, at the baker’s door,
For tickets are content their necks to break.
Such various minds the bard alone can sway,
My friend, oh work this miracle today |
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Poet

Oh of the motley throng speak not before me,

At whose aspect the spirit wings its flight {
Conceal the surging concourse, I implore thee,
Whose vortex draws us with resistless might.

No, to some peaceful heavenly nook restore me,
Where only for the bard blooms pure delight,
Where love and friendship yield their choicest blessing,
Our heart’s true bliss with god-like hand caressing.
What in the spirit’s depths was there created,
What shyly there the lip shaped forth in sound ;
A failure now, with words now fitly mated,

In the wild tumult of the hour is drowne’d ;

Full oft the poet’s thought for years hath waited
Until at length with perfect form ’tis crowned ;
What dazzels, for the moment born, must perish ;

What genuine is posterity will cherish.

Merryman

This cant about posterity I hate ;
About posterity were [ to prate,
Who then the living would amuse ? For they

Will have diversion, ay, and ’tis their due.
» * - . .

To work, then| Give me a masterpiece, my friend ;
Bring fancy with her choral trains before us,

o
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Sense, reason, feeling, passion, but attend |
Let folly also swell the tragic chorus.

Manager

You give a piece, abroad in pieces send it
‘Tis a ragout—success must needs attend it ;
*Tis easy to serve up, as easy to invent,

A finish’d whole what boots it to present |
Full soon the public will in pieces rend it.

Poet

How mean such handicraft as this you cannot feel 1
How it revolts the genuine artist’s mind |
The sorry trash in which these coxcombs deal,

1s here approved on principle, I find.
Manager

Such a reproof disturbs me not a whit |
Who on efficient work is bent,
Must choose the fittest instrument.

* » * L »*

What dreams beguile you on your poet’s height ?

What puts a full house in a merry mood ?

More closely view your patrons of the night 1

The half are cold, the half are rude.

One, the play over, craves a game of cards P

Another a wild night in wanton joy would spend.
Seo
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Poor fools the muses’ fair regards.
Why court for such a paltry end ?

Poet

Depart | elsewhere another servant choose

What{ shall the bard his godlike power abuse ¢

Man’s loftiest right, kind nature’s high bequest ;

For your mean purpose basely sport away ¢

oi7e 311 317 T T I, I3 1ok I o= s
51 corrn a ; mmmw%«%tmmﬁwm
FR Oew iz TR AT I 1 —

Then give me back youth’s golden prime,

When my own spirit too was growing,

When from my heart th’ unbidden rhyme

Gush’d forth, a fount for ever flowing ;

Then shadowy mist the world conceal’d,

And every bud sweet promise made,

Of wonders yet to be revealed,

As through the vales, with blooms inlaid,

Culling a thousand flowers I stray’d.

Naught had I, yet a rich profusion 1

The thirst for truth, joy in each fond illusion.

Give me unequall’d those impulses to prove ;—

Rapture so deep, its ecstasy was pain,

The power of hate, the energy of love,

Give me, oh give me back my youth again |
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