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ARTEMISIA GENTILESCHI (1593-1653)
[Biographical novel on Artemisia Gentileschi, a painter who
beguiled Post-Renaissance Italy with the beauty of her work.)
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After her death, she drifted into obscurity, her
works often attributed to her father or other

artists. Art historian and expert on Artemisia,

Mary D. Garrard notes that Artempisia "has suffered
a scholarly neglect that is unthinkable for an

artist of her calibre". Renewed an overdue interest
in Artemisia in recent years has recognized

her as a talented seventeenth century painter

and one of the world's greatest female artist.
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In 1790 she produced her

'Vindication of the Right of Man', an answer to Burke's

'Reflection on the French Revolution', and in 1792 her

'Vindications of the Rights of Woman', a talented work which,

advocating the equality, and the main doctrines of the later

women’s movement, made her both famous & infamous.
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“Agostino Tassi deflowed my daughter Artemisia and did carnal actions
by force many times, acts that brought grave and enormous damage to
me, Oragio Genteleschi, painter and citizen of Rome, the poor plaintiff,
so that I could not sell her painting talent for so high a price.”
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Artemisia Gentileschi was the most important women painter of Early
Modemn Europe by virtue of the excellence of her work, the originality
of her treatment of traditional subjects and the number of her paintings

that have survived.
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010, She was both praised and disdained by contemporary critical
opinion, recognized as having genius, yet seen as monstrous because
she was a women excercising a creative talent thought to be exclusively

male.
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“Tintoretto's treatment of the subject is rather awkward for the modern

viewer who is forced to identify himself with the elderly male voyeurs.
Our eyes, like theirs, focus upon the highlighted and voluptuous charms
of Susanna. The Biblical message has been transformed from one of
the wifely virtue to female narcissism, even wantoness.
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The painting is remarkable not only for its technical proficiency, but

for the original way in which Gentileschi portrays Judith, who had long
been a popular subject for art.
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During her years in Florence, the grand Duke Cosimo II of the
powerful Medici family commissioned quite a few paintings from her
and Gentilesci left Florence to return to Rome upon his death in 1621.
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The only record of her death is in two satirical epitaphs — that men-
tion nothing about her art but figure her in exclusively sexual terms as a
nymphomaniac and adulter.
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