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It is as though he (Tchehov) understood that not only life was
80, but also that it must be s0, as though he knew a secret. And
the secret, as all secrets must be, is very simple, 8o simple that we
cannot recognise it; we can recognise only a strange enchantment
in what he shows us, a strange baunting quality in his words. We
look and listen and we feel that we are trembling on the brink of
knowledge 80 incredible that it cannot be.
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“I wanted to write stories that procceded, tightly knit, in an un-
broken line from the exposition to the conclusion. I saw the short
story as a narrative of a single event, material or spiritual, to which by
the elimination of everything that was not 2ssential to its elucidation a
dramatic unity conld be given.

In short I preferred to end my short stories with a full stop rather
than with a straggle of dots.”

*hrom the familiarty with Maupassant that I gained at an early
age, from my training as a dramatist and perhaps from personal idio-
syncrasy, I have. it may be, scquired a sense of form that is pleasing to
the French. At all ovents they find me neither sentimental nor
verbose.”

| W. S8omerset Maugham— T'é¢ Summeng Up. |
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