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I am appreciative of your excellency’s reference to the cultural
background between the two peoples. Without doubt it was partly
owing to its existence that the Indian nation was moved to express
deep sympathy with us from the moment that we began our war
of resistance. The enemy—now a common enemy—tried every
expedient to divert that sympathy to himself. India was not misled
for a moment. When Japan made jous- offers of friendship
the illustrious poet Tagore in noble 1 e voiced the burning
indignation which India felt in ba& ked to grasp in amity the
blood-stained hand....
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