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To
G. N. Sirkar
52, Phayre Street, Rangoon.

Many thanks, kindly arrange among your-
selves. Please have not more than one func-
tion.

Gokhale
13-1-138
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Most grateful but think circumstances
make proposal inadvisable—Ramsay Mac-

donald.
13. 1. 13.
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A v et #indt 1
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corR AR FACS Affa 1

—“5| T S AR (57 TARIE TR |

witfx F=1 Frewe glafsa aa wfe, fafsa
o «3 @il AeER el o (ot AwE
1 =iifie Stz AfTe =ame AAfwE Tz
faety, feg ARSI W= T Bdtow IfeRMT
wrate 2% Al | ©f: (V3 AfFET—“Mr. Sircar,
you have very artistically decorated the wharf
where Mahatma Gandhi will spend only a
few minutes, but you have paid no attention
to my house where he is going to stay for a
fortnight.”

eifi—Other committe members are all
sitting idle, how can I manage to look after
so many things alone.

of: (W51—Everyone is not Mr. G. N.
Sircar who possesses such a gifted power, so
we have entrusted you with all the important
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work in connection with Mahatma Gandhi’s
reception.
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T2 AR el @R R wrRnl Afenem—
“That is the only picture worth keeping in
the house. I don’t care for any other
pictures.”

@ UG AT TS A | AR
Uifs @fSrife wix vy vl =g St
MYE WS o, @ (et Spzix AW M vs @i
e 73 A2 o fefaon oot afemem—
“Don’t be so partial, Dr. Mehta, there are
other noble sons of India of whom we can be
proud, especially I mean Swami Vivekananda.”

oft (w5l—I know the Swami as an
intellectual, a great scholar and orator, a
patriotic Hindu and powerful preacher of
the vedanta.

wges—That is knowing only one phase
of his many-sided genius. What is your
opinion about Messers Tilak, Gokhale, Laj-
patrai and Rabindranath Tagore ?

et (w5l—Itis a delight to know all of
them. I have no objection, Mr. Chatterjee, to
keep pictures of such patriots who have
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sacrificed their lives and have genuine love
for the country.

TU SF ©f: (V3 IFEN— AR SR
*fe Twer G A A I o e
TR FfRcefe | otz o7 fefa  wratests
T SR A Y3 AfZS wal IFW Sz
fonem, Aoifemel ¢ wges Twiren wfeaty
¥fam IfFEM—“We will have that saint
amongst us to-morrow. I have invited some
selected friends to dine with Mahatma
Gandhi, at my house to-morrow evening and
shall be glad if you both join with us on the
occasion.”
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# (a) Every human being standsin need of
prayer and therefore everybody does pray in some
form or other. Any thought of God with expressed
or unexpressed wish for the fulfilment of one’s
desires may be termed as prayer.

(b) The fact of God’s being an all-wise, omni-
potent and loving Father does not make prayer



Qeo TR *ABH

% AS Tomet AzTafa wim resw e
ST AIAL WATS TR |

fagmd Toeia o7 WA W WS 2ZA
oAt oo 239 |

AE (O OfF Afera Al AIcA LA
e Boifge 233 ewad cottan wals Cafdyy
7w I | ez IRE T W
Fioa foif, e @3 7o oifen Bolm wmeif
3T 41N @ g2 A (7Tl W2 | ered AN

unnecessary. What father is there who does not wish
to hear the needs of his children from their own lips
inspite of his knowledge of them ( the needs)?
God loves to hear the petitions of His children and
answers their prayers.

(¢) Prayer is the means of receiving spiritual
power from God. This can be done by realising the
presence of God and holding close communion with
Him. By this communion with the deity the devotee
becomes attached to him and begins to imbibe in
some measure the attributes of the Devine i. e,
patience, love, sympathy, righteonsness and holiness
and at the same time gets detached from the world,
i. e, selfishness, greed, impurity, lust and all carnal
desires, But this cannot be done uuless one believes
n the goodness, love and power of God.
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The following things are essential in prayer.

(I) Faith in God’s grace and love.

(2) Entire surrender to His will,

(8) Confession of sins,

(4) Strong desire and honest resolution to
forsake sins.

(5) Complete unselfishness.

(6) Making friends with those whom one has
harmed in any way by confession and restitution ete.

From the above statements it is clear that
prayer does not consist in begging for worldly and
material things, i.e. riches, wealth, fame etc., but
ibis an endeavour to secure the fellowship of the
Param-pita God. By prayer we are taught to rule
our lives according to,the will of God.’
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PUBLIC RECEPTION TO Mr. GANDHI.
The Victoria Hall was filled to its utmost

capacity on Tuesday evening on the occasion
of the public reception to Mr. M. K. Gandhi.
Every inch of standing room in the body of
the hall, on the stage and in the gallaries
was occupied and great enthusiasm prevailed
throughout the proceedings.

The Hon. U. Hpay was in the chair and
those present included Mrs. Gandhi and
family, Dr. P. J. Mehta, the Hon Mr. M.
~ Cowasjee, Messers P. C. Sen., J. R. Das, A.
K. S. Jamal, Dr. Parakh, V. N. Sivaya,
Municipal Commissioners,, Members of the
Bar and leaders of the various communities
in town,

On the arrival of Mr. Gandhi there were
greetings of ‘Bande Mataram’. Mr. S. B.
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Gupta sang ‘Namo-Hindustan’ which was
followed by a Gujrati song by Mr. V. Shastri.
After the chairman’s opening address Mr.
U. Ba Thein, Bar-at-law, read the address of
welcome amidst loud cheering.

Mr. Gandhi was then presented with a
silver casket in which was enclosed the add-
ress. Mr. and Mrs. Gandhi were after this
garlanded by Mr. G. N. Sircar.

Mr. Gandhi, in responding, said that, if
this address by the citizens of Rangoon was
flattering to his vanity it was for him to
return an adequate reply to it. He felt the
difficulty he had to contend against was
that he had to speak to a composite
audience in a tongue which was foreign to
them. The speaker said that he held a
certificate from late Mr. Gokhale and it was
on that account that he had gone out and
done something in South Africa, The speaker
eventually asked the audience to follow the
message Mr. Gokhale had left and endeavour
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to lead lives of self-denial for the good of
their countrymen. ( Loud applause ). Mr.
P. C. Sen then proposed a vote of thanks to
the chair. The whole proceedings were
terminated with the singing of ‘Bande
Mataram’ by Mr. S. B. Gupta.
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In “Brahma-deshe-Saratchandra” my Triend Mr.
G. N. Sircar has set forth admirably some of the
episodes in the life of Sarat Chandra Chatterjee
while resident in Rangoon. Mr. Sircar has dealt
sympathetically with some of the whims of the great
novelist which came to his knowledge.

Mr, Sircar was a distinguished Bengali citizen
of Ranigoon and his activities in the direction of
encouraging and ameliorating the condition of his
countrymen in Burma were manifold and extensive.
Inspite of the fact that Saratchandra lived
the life of a recluse and shunned publicity, Mr.
Sircar had many opportunities of coming in-
to intimate contact with Saratchandra and of
helping him at a time when no one dreamt of the
greatness which lay in him and which has now made
his name a household word in Bengal.

We in Burma are immensely proud of the fact
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that, unknown to us, some of the earlier novels of

Saratchandra were conceived and written

while he was in Rangoon.
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