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"....but in working it out, theories are indulged in, and practices
enjoined which are at once the most revolting and horrible that human
depravity could think of, and compared to which the worst 'specimens
of Holiwell Street Literature of the last Century would appear
absolutely pure." [S-B-I-M, p.261]
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‘Buddhism in Bengal Since the Muhammadan Conquest

Whatever might have been the fate of Biddhism in other parts
of India, in the Provinces of Eastern India, it had to suffer serious
- persecution, nay, it may be said, that Buddhism was expelled from
Eastern India by fire and sword. In making excavations at Kusinagara
ashes were discovered after a certain depth, plainly indicating that
fire was one of the agencies employed in the expulsion of Buddhism.!
At Sarnath in Benares, thc excavations laid open cook-rooms
containing half-boiled rice rotting there for centuries.2 The catastrophe
was so sudden that the poor Bhiksus could not even complete their
meals. Sir A. Cunningham quotes two passages, one from Tibetan
and another from Muhammadan sources, to shew that at the last
Buddhist capital of Bihar, Bakhtiyar Khilji put a large number of
shaven Brahmans, i.e., Buddhist Bhiksus assembled at a monastery,
to the sword.3

" All these facts plainly shew that fire and sword were employed
in the destruction of Buddhism in Eastern India. But who employed
them? In the case of Odantapuri, the last capital of Bihar, it was
certainly the Muhammadans, and persumably in other cases also,
they were the destroyers. The Hindu mode of presecuting Buddhists,
was quite different. It was persecution and annoyance, and not
destruction, Sasanka cut down the Bo tree.# Udayana held a
disputation with the life of his Buddhist antagonist at state.
Gangesopadhyaya wrote his great work on Logic with the express
object of Prachanda Pasandatamastitirseya i.e. for dispelling the
darkness created by powerful heretics ; and Udayana worte a work
entitled Bauddha-dhikkara, or, ‘Fie on the Buddhist!” Another
Hindu revivalist Prohibited the sounding of the bell at Buddhist
Viharas, till he was worsted in disputation.’ This is the Hindu way
of persecution. The Sena rajas of Bengal used to grant lands to
Brahmans bordering on Buddhlst Viharas, thus setting up a perpetual

0 ‘
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source of annoyance to the inmates of the monastery.” Ridicule
was one of the powerful weapons used by the Hindus in annoying
the Buddhists, who were held up in dramas like the Probodha
Chandrodaya, as great libertines, fond of wine and women, In later
Tantras too, Buddha and his followers are regarded as men of
pleasure. Their method of obtaining spiritual success, was by means
of wine and women. In the Chinachara-tantra Tantra, Vasistha is
sent of China for obtaining success by means of the Tara-mantra
from Buddha, who lived surrounded by women in China. This is
annoyance and teasing, but not destruction.

Assuming, therefore, that the Muhammadan conquest dealt a
death blow to the expiring efforts of Buddhism in Eastern India,
it may be asked, was the destruction of Buddhism caused by
Muhammadan conquest complete? People think it to be so, but this
is phisically impossible. The Muhammadan conquest itself was not
a complete conquest, the Pathans held the country simply in military
occupation. They held some of the-big cities and left the rest of
the country to govern itself the best it could. It was not possible
for them to destroy Buddhism all over the country. Then again, it
is difficult to say that the con:; :erors could distinguish between
Hinduism and Buddhism. They were iconoclasts. They destroyed
idols, no matter whether they were Hindu or Buddhist. In fact, the
pressure of the conquest was felt by both Hindus and Buddhists
alike. The Brahmans from Rarh and Varendra flocked to
Vikramapura,® the last stronghold of the Sena rajas, and up to this
date there are more Rarhi Brahmans at that remote corner of Bengal
than in Rarha itself, especially the higher class Kulins. To drive
away Brahmans and to destroy a few families is one thing, but
quite another thing is the wholesale massacre of Buddhist monks,
assembled in central Viharas dirung the Vasso. If one single
monastery is destroyed with all its'monks, a whole district, nay, even
a larger area, will be without religious leaders and religious teachers
altogether. A few cases of massacre like that at Odantapuri, would
leave the entire Buddhist population of Bengal and Bihar without
leaders. One would be disposed to account for the existence of
a vast Muhammadan population in the districts of Bengal, amounting
to 25 millions of people, by the easy conversion of the Buddhist
population after the destruction of their monasteries.
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The helpless Buddhists would naturally be inclined more to
Muhammadanism, which has no restriction of food, &c., than to
Hinduism, which imposes thousands of restrictions on every action
of life.

But was Buddhism actually effaced from the soil of Bengal and
Bihar ? People think so, but there were traces of Buddhism till very
lately. A Kayastha belonging to Magadha, copied a Buddhist Ms.
in 1446. The Ms. is now at Cambridge.® That shews signs of
lingering Buddhism. Dr. Hoey has discovered an inscription at Set,
dated in the thirteenth century, dedicating a temple to the Buddha."
Buddhist monks were at Bodh Gaya so late as 1331. The Bodh
Gaya temple was repaired by a King of Arakan in 1305. A
biographer of Chaitanya, named Chudamani Dasa. makes Buddhists
rejoice at the birth of Chaitanya. One of the great millionaires of
Satgao in Chaitanya's time, belonging to the Sonarbania caste,
refuses to accept Vaisnavism on the ground that he would not like
to be saved, when the whole world round him is plunged in misery.!!
This is pure Buddhistic sentiment absolutely unknown to the Hindus.
Sulapani, writing after the Muhammadan conquest, makes the very
sight of a Buddhist an occasion for performing expiatory ceremonies.
The word of the text he quotes in Nagna, or naked, which he
explains as Bauddhadayah. How could he explain that word that
way if there were no Buddhists in his country ?

These facts will lead to one conclusion that traces of Buddhism
were to be found so late as Chaitanya's time. In speaking of
Buddhism I do not take into consideration the fact of the Buddha's
being regraded as the ninth incarnation of Visnu, for in that case
all Hindus would be in one sense, Buddhists. No trace of Buddhism
has been found after Chaitanya's time.

It seems, however, surprising that a religion which existed in
Eastern India in such splendour from 600 B.C. to 1200 A.D., should
be so utterly destroyed that no vestige of its existence could be
found any where in Bengal at this day only 700 years after its final
overthrow. But fortunately it is not so. A sort of corrupt Buddhism
mixed up with a-variety of Aryan and non-Aryan forms of worship,
still obtains in Bengal amongs a very large number of lower class
people. Of the various castes inhabiting Bengal, Doms never
acknowledge the superiority of Brahmans. They get all the religious
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ceremonies of the caste, performed by pand‘its of the Dom tribe,
and these Doms are the constituted Purohitas of Dharma, a deity
whom I ventured to identify with Buddha-deva. One of the names
of Buddha is Dharma-raja, and this is precisely the name by which
the deity Dharma is spoken of by his worshippers. The ancient
Bengali literature consists of works describing the way in which
different deities manifested themselves in this world and the way
- their worship become prevalent. 1 have elsewhere given an account
of the prevalence of the worship of Manasa, or Goddess of serpents.
There are works also describing how the deity Dharma-raja
manifested himself, and how his worship became prevalent.

According to Ghana-rama who wrote in 1710 his magnificent
work the Sri-dharma-mangala, on this subject, his work is based
on two previous works, one by Rupa-rama and another by Mayura-
bhatta. All these again are said to be based on the Hakanda-purana.
My enquiries have led to the fact that works of Rupa-rama and
Mayura-bhatta are still extant, but I have not yet succeeded in getting
copies of these works.

The story as given by Ghana-rama, is'this. The son of the great
Kingrof Gauda, Dharmapala, had appointed his brother-in-law Maha-
mada, as his minister. Maha-mada had another sister named Ranja,
for whom he had a dislike, but she was a special favourite of
Dharma-raja. Maha-mada tries in various ways to destroy his sister's
son, Lau-Sen, but Dharma always protects him. Lau-Sen, is
persecuted in various ways, but all these persecutions fail. Lau-
Sen is then sent to lead arduous expeditions against distant counrties,
such as Kama-rupa and Orissa. In all of these Dharma makes him
successful. Maha-mada at last comes to his senses and takes his
nephew into favour. Kalu Dom, Lau-Sen's favourite general, be-
comes the constituted Purohita of Dharma and obtains the privilege
of being allowed to drink wine and eat hog's flesh. Dharma is
described as superior to Brahma, Bisnu and Mahesvara, and has
having Hanumat as his great general. Ghana-rama's work is a
lengthy one, it repays perusal both as a work of poetic art and -
as embodying curious information about ancient Bengal.

The great Buddhist monarch Dharma-pala, is very well known.
He was the first great monarch of the Pala dynasty, who were
Buddhist. It is also known that he conquered Gauda and led
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expeditions to Kama-rupa, where also a branch of this dynasty ruled
for a long time. It is probable that Buddhism mixed up with some
aboriginal form of worship, gave rise to a new form of worship,
namely, that of Dharma during the ascendency of the Pala dynasty
in Bengal, and that it being suited to the genius of the people, obtained
a currency which still lasts. That Buddhism has a wonderful aptitude
in assimilating various forms of Demon and other worships, is well
known from the history of Buddhism in' Nepal and Tibet. The
Dharma worship appears to be a similar assimilation of some old
world superstition with Buddhism.

My recent investigations into the mode of Dharma worship, during
the Durga Puja holidays in the subdivision of Kutwa, has added
another link to the arguments for proving the identitifation of
Dharma-raja with the Buddha. There is a Dharma temple at
Suongachi near Patuli, the priest of which belongs to the Mayara
caste. He was questioned about the method of worship, and his
anwers let to important results. He said cooked food is never offered
to Dharma; this is precisely the case with Buddhist and Jaina idols.
They are regarded gs emancipated men and not deties. Any cooked
food when eaten by men becomes impure, and so no cooked food
is offered to them. Any caste may worship Dharma. The Doms
do worship him and often offer hog’s flesh to him, but the Mantra

.by which Dharma is meditated upon, is very curious. It leaves no
doubt that he is the Buddha.

TS TG T 5 FI5IR TR Pl
IR TfrwoR [ TAY T [6] (T T?)|
QRN WA TGRS, HLANFEAIAY
TR & § fAagme TR Mg 2 e

He who has no end, no beginning and no middle ; he who has
neither hands nor legs, he who has no germ of body ; he who has
no form, no primordial form ; he who has no birth ; that Yogindra,
approachable by knowledge, friendly to all men, one protector of
all creatures, the truth, the spotless, the giver of boons to mortal
men; whose form is Sunya or void; may he protect you!

The word Yogindra applies to the Buddha, as he is called
Munindra in the Amarkosa. He is approachable by knowledge, while
Hindu deities are approachable by devotion.
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Most of this adjectives may, though by some stretch of imagi-
nation, apply to Siva or Visnu. But there is one which can never
be applied to a Hindu deity and which is a peculiar attribute of
the Buddha. This is Sunya murti, identifying him with void ; this
is what the Prajna Paramita teaches, and is what constitutes the
peculiarity of Buddhist teaching that everything resolves itself into
Sunya or void. The Sanskrit of the Mantra as obtained from the
Mayara priest, is perfectly ungrammatical, and so I tried to get
another version of it from a different part of the country, and if
possible from a higher class man. This I succeeded in getting from
a small village near the Rajbandh station in Bankura.

Though this version is nearer to grammatical Sanskrit, yet it
contains one serious grammatical blunder, and though the form in
which it is put, looks like the Dhyana or Mantra for meditating on

a Hindu deity by saying %@ "EF{%, I fail to understand how
the mind can be fixed on a void without beginning and without end,
without legs, without arms, without head, and so on. This is in fact
an attempt to give to a high Buddhist spiritual conception, a Hindu
personified form, and the attempt is a miserable failure. The Mantra
too, dppears to have been written by an ignorant man in some form
of ancient Prakrit, which many have tried to put in a sanskritised
form.

Many would not like to believe that this low worship, accompanied
with the sacrifice of pigs, and with Dhyana and other Hindu forms
of worship, can have anything to do with Buddhism, whose first
vow was to refrain from killing animals, and which in its earliest
forms at least, did away with worship altogether. But that it is so,
will appear from translation from: the history of Buddhism, by Lama
Taranatha of Tibet, kindly made for me by Babu Sarat Chandra
Das, C.LLE. and appended to this article.

I beg to draw attention to one passage of this translation. "He
¢the Domacarya) preached the Tantrik doctrine of Buddhism, called
Dharma, to the people of Tippera, and obtained numerous followers.
Many among them became Siddhas toc. He was then invited to
the country of Radha, called Rara in the common language of the
people. The Raja of that country was a bigoted follower of
Brahmans, but seeing the supernatural powers of Domacarya, and
his goodness and learning, he became changed in his views, and
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henceforth the 'Dharma' Buddhism, in its Tantrik phase became
greatly honored and followed by the people of Bengal, Radha and
Tippara. By the worship of Dharma, is meant, that of the Buddhist
deities, such as Vajra-yogini ; Vajra-varahi ; Vajra-bhairava (ksetra-
pala) ; Vajra-dakini; the Natha, and so on. In fact, in the latter days
of Buddhism, the Dik-palas, Dharma-palas and other spirit protectors
of Buddhism became the object of worship to the exclusion of the
Buddhas and Bodhisattvas."

That Vajra-Yogini, Vajra-bhairavas, and other Buddhist Tantrik
deities used to be worshipped in Bengal, there is no doubt. Many
of them are still worshipped in a Hinduized form. But Ksetra-pala
is still worshipped under his proper name in a non-brahmanic form
by low caste priests. Ksetra-pala is represented by some tree. The
earth on which it grows has the miraculous power of removing
barrenness, and producing male children in one who gives birth to
daughters only. There is a Ksetra-pala tree at Khad-daha, eight
miles from Calcutta, and another at Singi, in Burdwan.

From very ancient times Buddhist monks used to dispense
medicines; that wag one of the sources of their influence, nay, of
their income. The Dharma priests to this day do dispense medicine.
They generally pretend to have received certain specifics for certain
diseases from their deity, and if the patient with a devout mind uses
the medicine and pays the votive offering after cure, he is sure
to-get rid of the disease. The Suongachi Dharma has a specific
for diarrhcea. The Jamalpur Dharma cures not only disease but
grants whatever is desired of him. The Acalesvara Dharma has
a specific for bilious eruptions, and so on.

. Rep. Arch. Sur., Ind., Vol. xviii, pp. 62-63

. The same, Vol. I, pp. 126-30

The same, Vol. xi, p. 185

. The same, Vol. iii, pp. 80-81

Gaure Brahman, pp. 102-05

. Travels in the Western World, translated from Chinese by Beal, Vol. II

. Gaure Brahnam, p. 281, lie xii.

. See the article Kulina in the Visva Kosa

9. See Catalogue of Buddhist Sanskrit Mss. in the University Library, Cambridge,
Preface, p. 4 and Book, pp. 69-70

10. See pp. 70-71 of The Sharqi Architecture of Jaunpur, Vol. 1

11. Rep. Arch. Surv, IIl, pp. 104-05

PNAUMEWN —



INTRODUCTION TO NAGENDRANATH VASU’S
MODERN BUDDHISM AND ITS FOLLOWERS
IN ORISSA

INTRODUCTION

‘Sankaracharya drove away Buddhism from the soil of India’.
This was the verdict of historians, sixty years ago. Buddhism
~the religion of over forty per cent of the entire population of
the world, professed in all countries, in the north, east and south
of Asia,—was swept away from its birth place by the exertions
of one single individual!

These historians, however, plainly contradicted themselves, for
when they said that, ‘Sankaracharya drove away Buddhism from
the soil of India,” they also said that the Palas, who reigned in
India in the 9th and 10th centuries were Buddhists. This is a pure
contradiction for no body ever imagined that Sankaracharya
flourished after the fall of the Pala Dynasty.

The sixties and the seventies were periods of the greatest
activity for Archazological researches under Sir Alexander
Cunningham. His researches, his excavations, and his discoveries
all over Northern India, showed in unmistakable terms that
Buddhism lingered in many parts of Northern India for hundred
years after the Muhammadan conquest.

From the early eighties commenced the minute and scholarly
investigations in all matters that related to India, both in Europe
and in this country. The credit of initiating this accurate and
sympathetic movement belongs to Hofrath Buhler. He and his
numerous followers investigated very carefully all the available
sources of information about India and then pronounced their
opinions. The late lamented Prof. Bendal examined the wonderful
collection of Palm-leaf Mss. in the University of Cambridge and
found that many of them belonged to the Pala period. Babu Sarat
Chandra Das travelled in Tibet and showed from Tibetan sources
that a large number of Pandits, especially, from Eastern India, went
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to Tibet in the Pala period.

Amongst other facts that were brought to light, the chief were
that ;—a Buddhist temple was erected at Sravasti in the year
1276 A.D.; Buddhist priests from Tamluk went to the Pagan and
reformed the Buddhist church there ; the Budh-Gaya temple was
repaired by the King of Burma in 1331 A.D.; Buddhist books
were studied in Bengal even by Brahmins in the earlier years
of the 15th century; Buddhist books were copied for Buddhist
priests and laity during the middle of that century ; about the end
of the century a Bengali Brahmin of the Katyayana Gotra who
was expelled from his country for his Buddhistic tendencies, was
made Bauddhagama Chakravarti in Ceylon and a biographer of
Chaitanya said that at the birth of the infant God, Buddhists rejoiced
greatly.

So traces of Buddhism in Eastern India were discernible up
to the time of Chaitanya 1.e., the early part of the sixtenth century.

About the end of the sixteenth century Lama Taranatha, sent
emissaries to India. to examine the state of Buddhism in that
country. These reported that Buddhism was still to be found in
Orissa and Western Bengal. But where is all that Buddhism gone?

The Muhammadan historians never speak of Buddhism ; the
historians of Mughal period do not even know its name. The
historians of the British power in India. refers but scarcely to
Buddhism. Where is all that Buddhism gone?

Yuan Chuang tells us that there were ten thousand Sangharamas
with hundred thousand Bhiksus in Bengal. To support this vast
mendicant population at least ten millions of lay families were
required, and they would be all Buddhists. The Chinese pilgrim
further says that there were also heretics in the country, by which
term he means the Brahminists and the Jainists. The number of
Brahminists in Bengal was very limited. The Jains never made
Bengal their stronghold. More than three-fourths of the population
of Bengal were Buddhists.

Full one hundred years after Yuan Chuang, the original five
progenitors of the present Radhiya and Varendra Brahmans in
Bengal came from Kanoj. Their religion was not a proselytising
one. In the middle of the twelfth century Ballala Sena took a
census of the descendants of these five Brahmins and he found
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only eight hundred families in all. They lived mostly on grants of
lands made to them by the Rajas or by fees for services rendered
to the State. Servants and maid-servants were supplied to them
by the State. They practised their own religions rites with pomp
and grandeur befitting their position as well-to-do men. But they
rarely interfered with other people’s religion. History tells us of
defections from their ranks but of no additions to their strength.
The masses were almost entirely left in the hands of the Buddhist
priests, both married and unmarried, and there is reason to suppose
that the married priests predeminated in number. But the monastic
orders were rich and powerful. They were very learned and their
schools and colleges were celebrated all over the Buddhist world.
The Monastaries of Nalanda, Vikramacila, Jagaddala and other
places were the best seminaries for the diffusion of Buddhist
learning and Buddhist religion. It was from these monastaries that
Tibet, Burma, Ceylon and Mangolia received their Buddhist
preachers and Buddhist authors and translators.

But there were the married priests who officiated in the religious
ceremonies of their lay brethern ; these composed the litergy,
worshipped Bodhisattvas and Gods, and officiated in marriages and
funerals. ihey gradually introduced mantras or set formulz for
every religious ceremony and called this cult, Mantrayana.

The word Mantrayana requires and explanation. People are
familiar with the terms Hinayana, and Mahayana, but not with
Mantrayana. Hinayana, though a proselytising religion, concerned
itself only with moral training and moral regulations, and thought
only of individual salvation, while Mahayana embodying the highest
and noblest truths of philosophy and religion, extended salvation
to all classes of men and like the Theosophists of the present
day, comprehended within its fold men of all shades or opinion
and faith. But is it possible for ordinary people to comprehend
the noble truths of philosophy which required close study for years?
Certainly not. What sort of Mahayanists were the ordinary people
then? These implicity believed in the superior talents of their
masters, followed the course of conduct chalked out for them by
them, repeated the vows and hymns which appeared most sacred
to them, and studied the short works called Dhdranis invoking
the spirit of Buddhas and Bodhisattvas and of the truths formulated
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in standard philosophical and religious works. There are more than
six hundred Dharanis extant. The higher and more ancient class
of these gives the pith of the noble works produced by the masters.
But the lower and more modern.class of these invokes the
protecting Bodhisattvas and guardian deities for the attainment of
worldly objects.

Gradually the language of these Dharanis became antiquated,
and difficult of comprehension, so Mantras were substituted for
them. They were something like algebraical expressions of the
Dharanis. How the Mantras were formed from the letters of Indian
alphabets is a curious study by itself. It would be out of place
to speak of them here. The Mantras were given to the ignorant
laity. The repetition of the Mantras was considered equally
efficacious with the study of the deeper problems of life. This
is Mantrayana. Yuan Chuang saw little of it in India in the 7th
century. It flourished in the subsequent times. Then it was
superseded by another and more attractive form of religion, half
mystic, half philosophical and more sensual, than the previous forms
of Buddhism. This is called Vajrayana.

How Vajrayana arose from Mahayana is clearly indicated in
the works of Vajrayana literature. The human soul bent upon the
attainment of the highest knowledge progresses from the lower
regions of earth to the higher, till all flesh disappears and it rises
above the world of Kdma to the world of Riipa or form. The
mind bent upon Bodhi passes on through a variety of forms till
it reaches the highest of the Riipa heavens, still Bodhi is not
attained. It goes higher and higher to the region where form does
not exist. This is called the Arupaloka or the formless world. In
its progress higher and higher in this formless world it rises to
the top and vanishes in the infinite void. That is the idea of Nirvana
of the Mahayanists, but the Vajrayanists at this stage mystically
conceives the existences of Niratma Devi at the top of the formless
(Ariipa) heaven. She seems to all intents and purposes a metaphor
for the infinite void. From the top of the formless world the mind
bent on Bodhi leapes into the embrace of Niratma Devi and enjoys
something like the pleasures of the senses, and disappears in her,
as salt disappears in water. Thus Vajrayana is a curious mixture
of mysticism, philosophy and sensuality. The“sensual part of this
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doctrine made it exceedingly attractive and soon superseded the
dry Mantrayana and the difficult Mahayana.

In a work entitled Adikarmarachana by Tatakara Gupta,
embodying the doctrines of Subhakara Gupta, a distinguished
professor of the Vikramashila monastery we find a complete
account of the daily duties of a Buddhist of the Mantrayana school.
In that book we are told that Mahayana has already become one
of the Siksapadas or vows or sacraments. It is no longer the school
of philosophy studied with care for years but a set of religious
ceremonies by which in a moment all the benefits of that patient
study are supposed to be attained. Mantrayana too has become
a sacrament. This book was written in the ninth century A.D.
or earlier. In modern times the Nepal Vajrayanists (none of whom
lead a monastic celebrate life), considered Vajrayana to be the
last sacrament after which they can seek female company for
the practice of religion. They do not call it marriage exactly, but
something like taking a Shakti. From the sketch given above, it
will be seen how in India the great religion of Buddha rose to
the soaring height of metaphysical speculations and how the

* necessity of keeping within its fold a vast number of ignorant lay
people made it climb down to the Dharanis; to the Mantrayana,
and to the Vajrayana. The spread of the religion to people of even
lower strata brought in the Kalachakrayana. Dr. Waddel considers
Kalachakrayana to be prior to Vajrayana, but this is opposed to
all Indian tradition. The Nepal Buddhism, as apart from Lamaism,
is still Vajrayana in the main, having only a small sprinkling of
Kalachakrayana. But what is Kalachakrayana? The word Kala
means time, death and destruction. Kalachakra is the wheel of
destruction, and Kalachakrayana means the vehicle for protection
against the wheel of destruction. Waddel describes this as
demonology, or devilworship, and so it is. Even Buddha is a demon,
and in the Asiatic Society’s library there is a book entitled Buddha-
Charita which describes Buddha as demon. Though the book was
written in Ferok Shere’s time at Benares, it certainly embodies
much older tradition. Bibhuti Chandra of Jagaddala Vihara who
was a great master of Kalachakrayana, flourished in the 13th
century. Unless Buddha was mentioned in Kalachakrayana, one
would be inclined not to call it Buddhism at all.
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Thus we have briefly indicated how Buddhism ‘icgenerated,
from its great philosophical and speculative height, even to
demonology. But there were other forms of religions which the
Buddhist community gradually absorbed within itself. One of these
is the Nathamarga or Nathism. I'he leaders of this sect were
Nathas who practised a form of Yoga much inferior to that taught
by Buddha or by Pataiijali, both of whom considered the
concentration of the mind to one definite point as the chief process
to attain salvation ; but the Nathas tried to restrict the internal
air and to lead it from what they called Muladhara below the
abdomen to the forehead, and attain success (Siddhi) in the world
rather than salvation. Many Nathas are mentioned. They are also
called Yogis. They came from outside Buddhism ; one of the
principal Nathas is Matsyendranatha or Matsyaghnapada. A book
attributed to him has been found written in the 10th century
character. It is not a Buddhist book, yet Machchhendranatha is
worshipped as an incarnation of Avalokiteshvara at Patan; the
Buddhists of Nepal all attend the festival held in his honour. A
Machhaghna or fisherman cannot be a Buddhist because he is
a habital animal-killer and Tatakara expressly excluded Kaivarttas
from the pale of Buddhism. Thus the Nathism of Matsyendra arose
outside Buddhism, but was at last absorbed into it. On the other
-hand Ramana-Vajra was a Buddiist of the Vajrayana school, but
when he became a Natha, he became Goraksanatha, and was
regarded as a heretic by Buddhists, so Goraksa’s Nathism was
originally within Buddhism, but it was not incorporated into it. It
is said that of the seven Nathas, Goraksa was the only heretic.

In the 9th century sprang the sect of Sahajiyas who made
salvation easy by reaching it through carnal enjoyments. How the
sect arose is lost in obscurity, but it had so many features common
with Vajrayana, that it soon became absorbed in that system. The
Sahajiyas found the great world i.e.. the universe within the human
body.

A great Sahajiya exponent in Buddhism was Krsnacharya or
Kanhu who wrote both in Sanskrit and in Bengali. He is still
worshipped in Tibet as a great wizard with a bald head and a
flowing beard. Another exponent of the Sahajiya sect of the
Buddhist school was Lui, who is mentioned in Nagendra Babu’s
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“Modern Buddhism.” His Bengali songs have been recently
discovered, and goats are sacrificed to him in the Radha country
at the worship of Dharma on the fullmoon day of Vaicakha. There
are many other Sahajiyas who are worshipped in Tibet.

The Sahajiyas had three different ways of salvation, the
Avadhuti-marga, the Candalimarga, and the Dombimarga. In the
Avadhuti-marga, the idea of duality is predominent. Avadhuti,
though she lives apart, still mixes with people and thercfore
represents duality. The Chandali lives apart but she has a
community to mix with. She is therefore not so strong a
representative of duality as Avadhuti, but she is not yet absolutely
one. But Dombi lives far away from the inhabited locality and
has no society. Theretore to a Sahajiya to go to the Dombi means
to be absolutely undual.

TANTRA :—The word Tantra is very loosely used. Ordinary
people understand by it any system other than the Vedas. But
it really means the worship of Shakti or Female encrgy. The female
energy is worshipped in conjunction with male energy. The union
of male and female energy is the essence of Tantra.

Tantra came from outside India. Most likely it came with Magi
pricsts of the Scythians. In the old Samhitas such as Nicvasatattva
Samhita, a wonder is expressed at the novel mode of initiation
enjoined by the Tantras. Vedic initiation was known, but people
wondered how could there be a new initiation other than Vedic.
It came from outside India and spread on the outskirts of the
Aryan world. The five original places of Tantra in India are
Jalandhara, Puna, Shriparvata, Odiana and Kamakhya.

The Shakti-Sangama Tantra, a later work, declares that the
object of that Tantra is to root out Buddhism and establish
Brahminism, while Buddhist Tantras equally denounce Brahminism.
The theory was current twenty years ago that the Brahminhs
derived their Tantras from the Buddhists, but of late it has been
ascertained that neither did the Buddhists derive their form of
Tantra from the Brahmins nor the Brahmins from the Buddhists.
Both received their Tantras from the same source. But it spread
more rapidly among the Buddhists than among the Brahminists.
A popular religion like that propounded in the Tantras cannot but
be attractive to the masses in Bengal and in Easterp India, where
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Buddhism prevailed. The Buddhist priests, especially the married
classes, were not slow in taking advantage of this new form. The
Tantras did not at first spread much among the Brahmins and
their followers. It became in fact a recognised initiation only in
the sixteenth century, and even then it was regarded as a subsidiary
initiation designed more for the women and the Shudras who had
no claim to the Vedic initiation. Practically the prevalence of the
Tantric rites among the Brahminists was conterminous with the
total disappearance of Buddhism. Even in the very best of the
Hindu Tantras we find the worship of many Bodhisattvas and gods
and goddesses of the Buddhists. Manjushri of the Buddhists is
worshipped as Manjughosa. Aksobhya of the Buddhists is regarded
either as a form of Siva or a Rhisi to whom the Tara-mantra
was revealed. Ekajata and Nila-sarasvati was bodily taken from
Buddhism. The Bhuta-damara Tantra mentions the Bodhisattvas
as objects of worship. One of the Hindu Tantras says that Vasistha
was anxious to attain success or Siddhi in the Tara-mantra, but
failed to do so in India. He had to travel all over the snowy
mountains to China, where Buddha taught him how he could be
an expert in that mantra. The Tantras, many of them at least,
discard all the acharas prescribed by Brahmins and enjoin the
acharas of the Chinese. Even now the Tantric deities prefer to
‘be worshipped by the lower castes than Brahmins. In many
localities Durga is worshipped first by the untouchable classes and
then by Brahmins. Brahmins have to wait in some villages till the
Puja has commenced at some Hadi’s house in the neighbourhood.
The Jayadratha-yamala says that the Devi likes to be worshipped
by the oil-pressees, the Tailakaras. Three men in the sixteenth
century and one man in the seventeenth made Tantras popular
with the Brahmins. These are Tripurananda, Brahmananda,
Purnananda and Krishnananda. The first three belong to Eastern
Bengal and the last to Nadia. The Sarvavidya family of Jessore
too did much to popularise them in Central Bengal but at a later
period than the others.

From all that has been said above it is apparent that in the
twelfth century there were the following forms of religion in Bengal
and in Eastern India.

(1) Brahminism. It was followed by 800 families of Radhiya
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and Varendra Brahmins and about a hundred families of other
Brahmins, the descendants of many Kayasthas who came from
the west and those of the lower classes who served these families.

(2) Hinayana. This was followed on the west of the Ganges
and especially in Tamluk.

(3) Mahayana. It was a religion of the higher-class Buddhist
monks and higher-class Buddhist laity.

(4) Vajrayana. This was the religion of the middle-class man
and the married Buddhist clergy.

(5) Nathism, which was professed by the Yogis who had
numerous followers amongst the Buddhists and a few among the
Brahminists.

(6) The Sahajiya cult. It had numerous followers below the
middle-class Buddhists and some among the lower-class Brahminists.

(7) Tantrism. It had its followers among all classes, but among
the higher-classes it was a subsidiary form of worship, among
the lower it was the chief form.

(8) The Kalachakrayana. It was purely Buddhist and more a
religion of fear than of love or faith and was followed by the
lowest classes.

In the closing years of the 12th century, India was overrun
by the Muhammadans. They destroyed the Buddhist monasteries
.of note, appropriated the monastic lands for the use of soldiers
and massacred monks by thousands, and burnt libraries wherever
found. Mahayana was practically stamped out from Bengal. It
lingered however in nooks and cotners for two centuries more
and was then lost altogether. Brahmins who lived on the lands
granted to them by the Palas, the Senas, and other kings lost their
lands by the Muhammadan invasion; and they also lost the chief
source of their income from Government service. They were
compelled from this time to extend the sphere of their activity
as priests and teachers.

The Muhammadans called the Indians, Brahmlmsts and Bud-
dhists alike, Hindus or Indians. The Brahmins were not slow to
take advantage of this and to make it appear that the Buddhists
did not exist. All the intellectual followers of Buddhism were either
massacred or compelled to fly away from the country. The
Brahmins found themselves masters of the situation in the Indian
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or the Hindu community. Muhammadans either by force or by
persuation converted a large number of the Buddhists into Islam.
The vast number of Buddhist were like so many lambs without
a shephard. The Vajrayanists, the Sahajiyas, the Nathists and the
Kalachakrayanists for a time¢ maintained a separate existence, but
many of their followers were « ither converted to Islam or forced
to join the Brahmins. But the exclusive spirit of the Brahmins made
the admission of only such people into their fold possible as would
consent to be their out and out followers. They took these within
the pale of their society and called them Navasakha or the new
branch. Those who tried to maintain a separate existence were
excluded from the pale of their society and these formed the
Anacharaniya Jati or the depressed classcs.

It has been already stated that the Kaivarttas were expressly
excluded from the pale of Buddhism except those that renounced
their profession of the slaughter of animals. But the Kaivarttas
were a powerful race. The Ancients called them Dasyus ue.,
powerful foreigners who troubled by their raids the inhabitants of
the Aryan lands. In the cleventh century the Kaivarttas formed
a powerful confederacy in the North Bengal under the leadership
of Bhima, expelled the Palas from their capital Gauda, where they
occupied a suburb and temporarily became rulers of Bengal. The
Palas considered the rising of the Kaivarttas as a revolt. After
a long struggle they suppressed the revolt with a strong hand,
yet the Kaivarttas were a power to be counted with. With their
aid Ballala conquered Northern Bengal, and tried his best to make
a clean caste of them, and divided them by sending the more
turbulent ones to defend the Southern frontier Dakshinaghata. Their
leader was Mahesha whom he made a Mandalevara from which
fact the Dakshinaghata is still known as the Mandalaghata.

Those of the Kaivarttas who lived by fishing were not
Buddhists, but those who took to the profession of agriculture and
to the profession of arms were Buddhists and became to a great
extent civilised and educated. They patronised men of letters
equally with the Palas. A medical work composed under the
patronage of Bhima is still extent. Their priests, the descendants
of the Buddhist married clergy, still form a community by itself.
At the present moment they call themselves Brahmins, because
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none but the Brahmins are recognised in the Hindu society as
priests. The Kaivarttas forgetful of their past and forgetful of their
old tradition are now attempting to call themselves Mahisyas and
thereby raise themselves to the position of Vaisyas, though
degraded in status. One who knows the past history of India cannot
" forbear a smile at this.

What is true of the Kaivarttas is true of other degraded classes.
The Yogis are now trying to take the holy thrcad and become
Brahmins. They do not know what they were. They were real
Yogis, being descendants of the Nathas, that influencial class to
which belonged Matsyendranatha, Goraksanatha, Minanatha,
Ayinatha, Chauranginatha and others. Their ancesters had numerous
followers. Princes and potentates bowed before them. Many
Nathas are still worshipped in temples and holy places in Nepal
and in Tibet. Goraksanatha is still worshipped as the principal deity
by the Gorkha as a race. His temple at the Gorkha hill is still
the resort of thousands of pilgrims. His temple opposite to that
of Pashupatinatha is kept clean with scrupulous care. He has many
temples in the plains of India. The Nathas do not seem to have
observed any distinction an.ung the several classes when taking
in followers. It appears that their faith was accepted as a subsidiary
faith, subsidiary more to the Buddhists, than to the Brahminists.

The Dharmagharia Yogis are to be found in large numbers in
South-Western Bengal. The so-called Brahmins who beg with the
image of Shitala in their hands and come from Howrah and
Midnapore districts are all Dharmagharia Yogis. They do not put
on the holy thread, but they use copper in some form or other
on their person after their initiation to religious life. They worship
Dharma at Dharma temples. From the locality they come, they
seem most likely to be the survivals of the Hinayanist monks of
the Tamralipta country. One of their community with his followers
went to the Pagan in the thirteenth century and reformed Buddhism
there (see Kalyani inscriptions). These are Buddhists to all intents
and purposes. Dharma is more widely worshipped in this part of
Bengal than in others. Many of these Dharma temples are
maintained by lands which were granted to them many centuries
ago.
Guptas—Tatakara, Subhakara, and Prabhaka:a have already
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been mentioned. They composed works on the Buddhist rituals
of the Mantrayana school, and so they must have been learned
Buddhists in the 9th century. Sadhu Gupta was a Sthavira of some
note at Nalanda. He got a copy of Astasahasrika made at his
expense and presented it to a Buddhist monastery at Batagrama.
There is evidence to show that :nany Guptas were Buddhists.
Dipankara, the writer of Ashvavaidyaka, was a Buddhist and
belonged to a wellknown Buddhist family. The Karas are not much
respected among the present Vaidya class. The men of this caste
studied Sanskrit in those of its branches which are enumerated
in the commentary of Ramachandra Kavi Bharati’s Bhaktishataka.
They belonged originally to Bengal and Eastern India. They seemed
to be the survival of the lay, learned and married Buddhist priests
or Aryas. They never cared for the holy thread. Their claims to
the Vaishyablood dates from the middle of the 18th century and
at the present moment they are advancing claims to the Brahminic
rank. This may be justified in the sense that some of them were
priests and still there is a large number of the Vamachari Tantriks
among them. Some of them became followers of Chaitanya and
have adopted the calling of Gosvamins or religious preceptors. The
Vaidya community may not perhaps like the idea that they were
at one time Buddhists. But they cannot explain their origin. They
say they are a mixed caste formed by the cross-breeding of
Brahmins and Vaisyas. But their genealogies tell a different tale.
They are descended from the fifty-one Vijapurusas who cannot
be placed before the eleventh century. Their title Kaviraja shows
that they knew Sanskrit, and they were superior Kavis by which
term medical men in Bengal used to be designated.

How Buddhism fared under Brahminic sway is best evidenced
by a study of the Buddhist community in Nepal. To the Brahmin
the Buddhists are Anacharaniya. The King acting under the advice
of the Brahmins may make some particular families or classes
clean castes, but the bulk of them are outside the pale of Brahminic
society. The descendants of the married clergy who still occupied
Viharas meant for monks and who cannot find sufficient work
as priests, take to such arts and callings as would bring respectable
wages without hard manual labour. Thus in Nepal, Goldsmiths,
Carpenters and Painters all belong to the descendants of the
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married clergy. By an analogy of Nepal one can easily detect
why Chhutars and Sekras have become Anacharaniya in Bengal.
Formerly these two castes formed a part of the Buddhist
community in Bengal and so the Brahmins have excluded them
from the community. It is a curious feature in the Brahminic
community that however unfavourable they may be to the
Anacharaniya castes they are still more unfavourable to their
priests now miscalled Brahmins. In Nepal too the Buddhist priests
are subject to a greater share of the Brahmin’s ire than their lay
followers.

The merchant community in Nepal noted for their personal
beauty, all belong to Buddhism and are for this reason excluded
from the Brahminic society. For the same reason the merchant
community in Bengal who stood by their Buddhist priests have
been excluded and made Anacharaniya, while those who changed
their pricsts have been taken within the Brahminic fold and made
clean castes. But a study of the clean and unclean merchant
community will show that both were originally Buddhists.

The Kayasthas, if we exclude the descendants of those who
are recognised as Kulinas among the Daksina Radhiya and Vangaja
communities, and who were Brahminic in their tendencies were
mostly Buddhists. These are all Maulikas, ie., they originally
belonged to this country, a Buddhist country. In Dharmapala’s time
there was a Vriddha Kayastha who wrote Buddhist books and
so late as 1436 A.D. the Kayastha zamindars of Benugrama in
Sohinchari pargana were Buddhist. They had Buddhist Bhiksus
with them and they studied Buddhist books.

But below the Anacharaniya there are severgl castes still in
Bengal, who do not even pretend to have the so-called Brahmin
priests. They raise one of their caste-men to the priesthood and
give him the title of Pandit. We read in the Vratamalavadana of
the Buddhist that there were three classes of priests, Panditas,
Shramanas and Brahmanas. The position of the Panditas who are
placed first in the compound is more-honourable than that of
either Shramanas or Brahmanas. From the facts given above,
which can be indefinitely multiplied, it would appear that in ancient
Bengal before the Muhammadan conquest, the descendants of the
five Brahmins and the five Kayasthas were the only Brahminist:
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They had either induced or compelled others to come into .their
society. The rest of the community were Buddhists.

The case of the Sonar-Vanias is decidedly a good one. They
were Buddhists. Their leader in Bengal in the {2th century was
Vallabha Adhya who had two forts Sanghyakoti and Chandramayuta.
He was enormously rich, being the richest banker in Bengal. He
married his daughter to a kind of Magadha and the kings of
Magadha were notoriously Buddhists. In the first part of his reign
Ballala was a Buddhist. It is said that he kidnapped the daughter
of a Chandala off on immoral purposes in oder to attain Siddhi
or success in life. The worshippers of Tara, the Shakti of the
Buddhists, think that long life may be attained by repeating hymns
to that goddess after sitting on a Chandala woman. This shows
that in the beginning of his reign Ballala though not a Buddhist
directly had a strong tendency towards Tantric Buddhism; but later
on Simhagiri a Shaiva ascetic from the Josi-Matha in Garhwal
became his Guru and under his advice Ballala became a Shaiva
and a patron of the Brahmins. As long as Ballala showed
Buddhistic tendencies Vallabha lent him money which enabled him
to conquer the five Bengals. But in his later life after becoming
Shaiva Ballala wanted money for a war against Magadha, Vallabha
refused to advance money. This led to a quarrel and Ballala drove
the Banias away. They settled in the adjoining kingdoms of Tippera,
Orissa, Behar and others. Those who remained in Bengal were
degraded. Brahmins were prohibited from teaching them and
officiating in their religious ceremonies. Thus the only chance for
the Sonar-Banias to be admitted into the Brahminist society was
lost. The Vaidika Brahmins from the South sympathised with the
Banias and they incurred the displeasure of Ballala and were not
admitted to Kulinism.

It is a wellknown fact that Buddhism does not make any
distinction of caste in India. But in Nepal in tle present day there
is a sort of distinction petween the priestly and the nonpriestly
occupations, and the different occupation of the laity. The
distinction however is not so pronounced as in the Brahminic
society. In the remote days, when Bengal was a Buddhist country,
a distinction was observed among the several classes of the
Buddhists. The unmarried monks were regarded with the greatest
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reverence, and the married clergy was regarded as the highest
of castes. Next to them were the ruling and the merchant
community. But there was a large class of labourers who belonged
to the lowest occupations :—sweepers and others who enjoyed
very little of the advantages of the social life. To these were denied
the services of the barbars and sometimes of washermen. The
necessities of the times sometimes made it imperative to ex-
communicate persons, families and even clans of a locality. These
swelled the ranks of the lowest community.

After the Muhammadan conquest Brahminic ideals were super-
imposed on the Buddhist ideals of society. The distinctions among
the classes became more and more prominent till they developed
into a regular caste-system. People forgot their old history, the
history of their own distinction and began to think with the
Brahmins that all distinctions were due either to cross breeding
or to ex-communication. Thus a social edifice was built up in
Bengal with the Brahmins forming the top-most part. The existence
of Buddhism was forgotten. Masses of thc Anacharaniya classes
are the survivals of the forgotten Buddhism. These classes are
depressed only in the eyes of the Brahmins and those who have
come under the Brahminic influence. The more one would study
the social history of Bengal, the more will one be convinced that
the classes are not really depressed. They continue to be what
they were, only they have lost their consciousness of a great past,
intellectually, morally and socially. It was people of these classes
that carried Buddhist ideals to Tibet and China, held commercial
relations with the countries of Eastern and Southern Asia, and
were great in trade and in industry. We hear of long sea-voyages .
made even in the fifteenth century by the Bengal Banias, glowing
descriptions of which are to be found in works of Manasar Bhasan
written by various poets of Bengal. With the advance of research
the so-called depressed classes will regain the lost consciousness
of their former glory. It is therefore necessary that Brahmins should
take steps to conciliate them, and take them into their confidence.

Before the Muhammadan conquest, Bengal was divided between
the two communities of Brahminists, and Buddhists, and after that
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the entire population was divided into the two great classes of
Hindus and Muhammadans. The word Hindu literally means Indian,
and is therefore capable of a very wide significance. The
depressed classes are now as good Hindus as the Brahminists,
though they have no common faith and common social organisation.
If they are organised as a homogeneous community with common
interests and common aspirations and receive the common
appellation of Hindus, why should the Mahomedans, the domiciled
Mahomedans, the Christians, and the domiciled Christians not be
called Hindus as well, because they too have been living in India
for many centuries and have the same interests and aspirations.
If the depressed classes regain their consciousness and position
in the Hindu society, the Hindu society will in near future include
all the inhabitants of Bengal and thus the term will regain its radical
and real significance.

Ask a Nepalesc Buddhist how many religions are there in the
world, and he will answer “there are two religions Gubhaju and
Devabhaju™ ie., the worship of the Gurus and the Devas. The
Buddhists are Gubhaju for they worship their great Guru Buddha
and the Brahmins are Devabhaju for they worship Devas.
Buddhism and Hinduism have influenced each other greatly and
now pure Gubhajus and Devabhajus are rare. When a Brahmin
in’the morning repeats his Vedic Sandhya, he is a Devabhaju, but
when he performs his Tantric Sandhya or when he looks upon
his Guru as the living embodiment of his God on earth he is a
Gubhaju. The key-note of the distinction between Brahminism and
Buddhism is the worship of God and the worship of Guru. But
is there any one in Bengal who does not worship both. Even the
unitarian Brahma is no exception when he prays to one God, he
is a Devabhaju, but when he observes the Lirthday of Rammohan
Raya and of Kesava Chandra he is a Gubhaju.

Now the distinction between the ancient Buddhists, and ancient
Brahmins being this, it is possible to say what amount of Buddhism
and Brahminism there is in the doctrine of any particular sect
now flourishing in Bengal. As I have shown above all people are
to some extent Devabhaju and to some extent Gubhaju. Intellectdal
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people seem to be more Devabhaju than Gubhaju, but the less
intellectual people are more Gubhaju than Devabhaju. The followers
of Chaitanya making a pilgrimage to Nadia on the fullmoon of
Phalguna and keeping a complete record of the birth and death
of the great preachers of their faith, are more Gubhajus than
Devabhajus, they are more influenced by Buddhism than by
Brahminism. The Karttabhajas to whom the Guru is the only Truth
and everything else illusion are most prominently Gubhaju; that
is, Buddhist. That they do not use the word Buddha need not
deter us from calling them Buddhists ; for in later times Buddhists
were not known as Buddhists but as the followers of Guru
contracted into ‘Gu’. Do we not call the Buddhism in Tibet
Lamaism! But what does the word ‘Lama’ mean? It simply means
Guru. So the worship of Guru means direct or indirect influence
of Buddhism and here is a criterion of the utmost importance.
For an analysis of the doctrines of the various religious sects
inhabiting Bengal and, Eastern India, and the consequent deter-
mination of the amount of Buddhism that have entered into them,
the presence or absence of Buddha’s name does not matter at
all.

Under these circumstances the discovery of a new sect in
Mayurabhanja pre-eminently of the Gubhaju tendency and using
some of the terms current in Mahayana Buddhism by Babu
Nagendranath Vasu is of the utmost importance to the social and
religious history of the country. It shows how tenaciously the people
still cling to their ancient faith though all memory of it seems to
be lost. A trained eye can see through things, and Nagendra Babu
seems to be eminently endowed with such a trained eye in matters
relating to the social and religious history of this country.

For a long time, all thinking people of India wondered what
became of Buddhism which had played so important a part in
the history, life and literature of the country in olden times. Babu
Aksaya Kumara Datta considered that the worship of Vithoba and
Vitthala was a survival of Buddhism. These deities are worshipped
in the Godavari districts as the 9th incarnation of Visnu. Jagannatha
at Puri s still regarded as Buddha incarnate or Visnu incamnate
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as Buddha.

It was, however, only about twenty years ago that researches
in regard to the survival of Buddhism in Bengal began with some
earnestness and I took some interest in the matter. These resulted
in ‘the discovery that the puja of Dharma Thakur, so common
in Western Bengal, is a survival of Buddhism. The discovery was
held with delight in certain quarters and with strong opposition
in others. But the researches continued and it was found that many
of the Tantric cults came to Brahminism through Buddhism and
the whole of the Tantric Literature was greatly influenced by it.
The study of Buddhism in Nepal under Hindu supremacy showed
that the Anacharaniya classes, at least some of them, were the
remnants of the Buddhist population. Sahajiyas in Bengal had
always been regarded as a recent development of Vaisnavism,
but the study of ancient manuscripts in Nepal showed that there
were Sahajiyas also even in the Pala period, and that they were
strongly imbued with later Buddhist ideas. The Vaisnava Sahajiyas
are really a continuation of the old Buddhist Sahajiyas.

The Nathas too were to a great extent a survival of Buddhism.
It was subsequently found that life in Bengal, even the most
orthodox Brahminic life, showed traces of Buddhist influence and
Buddhist ideals. Balarama Hadi who preached a new cult at
Meherpur in Nadia at the beginning of the last century and died
in 1857, and whose followers number by thousands in the adjoining
districts, got his ideas from the still surviving Buddhism in the nooks
and corners of Bengal. A few years ago, Mr. Gait placed in my
hands some materials from which it was found that the Saraki
Tantis who not only inhabit the Tributary Mahals of Cuttack, but
are to be found in the settled districts of Cuttack and Puri, still
worship Buddha along with the Brahminic Gods in all their religious
ceremonies and that the word Saraki is simplly a Prakrit form
of the word Shravaka. The Sarakis are to be found in Bankura
and Burdwan too. Although they bear a Buddhistic name, they
seem to have forgotten all their Buddhism. The Cuttack Tributary
Mahals were supposed to contain many relics of later Buddhism.
The State of Baud named after Buddha was supposed to contain
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still a remnant of real Buddhist population. The researches of Babu
Nagendra Nath Vasu in the jungles of Mayurabhanja have proved
that these suppositions were not wrong. He has not only traced
the existence of Buddhism from the time of the persecutions by
Purusottama and his successor Prataparudra, but discovered a new
reformed faith, preached only during the last quarter of the 19th
century. His book is exceedingly interesting and opens a new vista
of research. '

26, PATALDANGA STREET,

Calcutta, May 17th, 1911, HARA PRASAD SHASTRI.
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