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THE MATRIMONIAL PENAL CODE. *
CHAPTER 1.
INTRODUCTION.

Whereas it is expedient to provide a special Penal Code for the coercion
of refractory husbands and others who dispute the supreme authority of
Woman, it is hereby enacted as follows :

1. This Act shall be entitled the “Matrimonial Penal Code” and shall
take effect on all natives of India in the married state.

CHAPTER IL
DEFINITIONS.
2. A husband is a piece of moving and moveable property at the
absolute disposal of a woman. .
JLLUSTRATIONS.

(a) A trunk or a workbox is not a husband, as it is not a moving,
though a moveable piece of property.

(b) Cattle are not husbands, for though capable of locomotion, they
cannot be at the absolute disposal of any woman, as they often display a
will of their own.

(c) Men in the married state, having no will of their own, are
husbands.

3. A wife is a woman having the right of property in a husband.

EXPLANATIONS.

The right of property includes the right of flagellation.
4. “The married state” is a state of penance into which men voluntarily
enter for sins committed in a previous life.
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CHAPTER IIL
OF PUNISHMENTS.

5. The punishments to which offenders are liable under the provisions
of this Code are;

FIrsT, IMPRISONMENT.

Which may be either within the four walls of a bed-room, or within the
four walls of a house.

Imprisonment is of two descriptions, namely,

(1) Rigorous, that is, accompanied by hard words.

(2) Simple.

SECONDLY, Transportation, that is to another bed-room.

THIRDLY, Matrimonial servitude.

FourTHLY, Forfeiture of Pocket-money.

6. “Capital punishment” under this Code, means that the wife shall
run away to her paternal roof, or to some other friendly house, with the
intention of not returning in a hurry.

7. The following punishments are also provided for minor offences.

First, Contemptuous silence on the part of the wife.

SECONDLY, Frowns.

THIRDLY, Tears and lamentation.

FOURTHLY, Scolding and abuse.

CHAPTER 1V.
GENERAL EXCEPTIONS.

8. Nothing is an offence which is done by a wife.

9. Nothing is an offence which is done by a husband in obedience to
the commands of a wife.

10. No person in the married state shall be entitled to plead any other
circumstances as grounds of exemption from the provisions of the Matri-
monial Penal Code.
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CHAPTER V.
OF ABETMENT.
11. A .person abets the doing of a matrimonial offence who
FIrsT, Instigates, persuades, induces, or encourages a husband to commit
that offence.
SECONDLY, Joins him in the commission of that offence, or keeps him
company during its commission.

EXPLANATION.
A man not in the married state or even a woman, may be an abettor.
ILLUSTRATIONS.

(a) A the husband of B, and C, an unmarried man, drink together.
Drinking is a matrimonial offence. C has abetted A.

(b) A the mother of B, the husband of C, persuades B to spend money
in other ways than those which C approves.

As spending money in such ways is a matrimonial offence, A has
abetted B.
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12. When.a man in the married state abets another man in the married
state in a matrimonial offence, the abettor is liable to the same punishment
as the principal. Provided that he can be so punished only by a competent
court.

EXPLANATION.
A competent court means the wife having right of property in the offend-
ing husband.
13. Abettors who are females or male offenders not in the married
state are liable to be punished only with scolding, abuse, frowns, tears and
lamentations. *
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CHAPTER VL

OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE STATE.

14. “The State” shall in this Code mean the married state only.
15. Whoever wages war against his wife or attempts to wage such war
or abets the waging of such war shall be punished capitally, that is by sepa-

ration, or by transportation to another bed-room and shall forfeit all his
pocket-money.
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16. Whoever induces friends or gains over children t side with him
or otherwise prepares to wage war with the intention of waging war against
the wife shall be punished by transportation to another bed-room and shall
also be liable to be punished with scolding and with tears and lamentations.

17. Whoever shall render allegiance to any woman other than his
wife shall be guilty of incontinence.

EXPLANATION.

(1) To show the slightest kindness to a young woman who is not the
wife, is to render such young woman allegiance.

ILLUSTRATION.

A is the husband of B, and C is a young woman. A likes C’s baby
because he is a nice child and gives him buns to eat. A has rendered
allegiance to C.

EXPLANATION. ¢

(2) Wives shall be entitled to imagine offences under this section,
and no husband shall be entitled to be acquitted on the ground that he has
not committed the offence.

The simple accusation shall always be held to be conclusive proof of
the offence.

EXPLANATION.

(3) 'The right of imagining offences under this section shall be held
to belong in general to old wives, and to women with old and ugly hus-
bands ; and a young wife shall not be entitled to assume the right unless
she can prove that she has a particularly cross temper, or was brought up a
spoilt child or is herself supremely ugly.
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18. Whoever is guilty of incontinence shall be liable to all the punish-

ments mentiorred in this Code and to other punishments not mentioned in
the Code.

CHAPTER VII.
OF OFFENCES RELATING TO THE ARMY AND NAVY

19. The army and navy shall in this Code mean the sons and the
daughters and daughters-in-law.

20. Whoever abets the committing of mutiny by a son or a daughter
or a daughter-in-law shall be liable to be punished by scolding and tears
and lamentations.

CHAPTER VIIL
OF OFFENCES AGAINST THE DOMESTIC TRANQUILLITY.

21. An assembly of two or more husbands is designated an unlawful
assembly if the common object of such husbands is,

First, To drink as defined below or to gamble or to commit any other
matrimonial offence,

SECONDLY, To overawe by show of authority their wives from the
exercise of the lawful authority of such wives,

THIRDLY, To resist the execution of a wife’s order.

22. Whoever is a member of an unlawful assembly shall be punished
by imprisonment with hard words and shall also be liable to contemptuous
silence or to scolding.

OF DRINKING WINE AND SPIRITS.

23. Any liquid kept in a bottle and taken in a glass vessel is wine and
spirits.

24. Whoever has in his possession wine and spirits as above defined is
said to drink.

EXPLANATION.
He is said to drink even though he never touches the liquid himself.
bh)
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25. Whoever is guilty of drinking shall be punished with imprison-
ment of either description within the four walls of a bed-room during the
evening hours and shall also be liable to scolding.
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Or RIOTING.
26. Whoever shall speak in an ungentle voice to his wife shall be
guilty of domestic rioting.

27. Whoever is guilty of domestic rioting shall be punished by
contemptuous silence or by scolding or by tears and lamentations.
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THE WisDOM OF A NATIVE MAGISTRATE—A story of lamentable
failure of justice and race antipathy has rcached us from the Mofussil.
John Dickson, an English gentleman of good birth though at present rather
in straightened circumstances had fallen under the displeasure of a clique of
designing natives headed by one Rungini Jeliani, a person, as we are assured
on good authority, of great wealth, and considerable influence in native
society. He was hauled up before a native Magistrate on a charge of some
petty larceny which, if the trial had taken place before a European magis-
trate, would have been at once thrown out as preposterous, when preferred
against a European of Mr. Dickson’s position and character. But Baboo
Jaladhar Gangooly, the cbony-coloured Daniel before whose awful tribunal,
Mr. Dickson had the misfortune to be dragged, was incapable of under-
standing that petty larcenies, however congenial to sharp intellects of his
own country, have never been known to be perpetrated by men born and
bred on English soil, and the poor man was convicted on evidence the
trumpery character of which, was probably as well known to the magistrate
as to the prosecutors themselves. The poor man pleaded his birth, and his
rights as a European British subject, to be tried by a magistrate of his own
race, but the plea was negatived for reasons we neither know nor are able
to conjecture. Possibly the Babu was under the impression that Lord
Ripon’s cruel and nefarious Government had already passed into Law the
Bill which is to authorize every man with a dark skin lawfully to murder
and hang every man with a white one. May that day be distant yet |
Meanwhile we leave our readers to conjecture from a study of the names
Jaladhar and Jaliani whether the tie of kindred which obviously exists bet-
ween prosecutor and magistrate has had no influence in producing this
extraordinary decision.”
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ZEAR IR T Sofwe 23w ol pemw sfwe a1 Ffars, s omw w3
Ffewe™, “What do you mean, Babu, by convicting a European British
subject ?”

Tosf6 | What Buropean British subject, Sir ?
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siercdt | Read here, I suppose you can do that. I am going to report
you to the Government for this piece of folly.

% T AT IPGANT AR FCZ CHIOAT 0o, IR, FORKT AR #(TGea |
] Atee, “Do you now understand ?”

Depury. Yes, Sir, but this man was not a European British subject.

Magistrate. How do you know that ?

Depury. He was very dark. : :

Magistrate. Do you find it laid down in the Law that a fair skin is the
only evidence by which a man shall be adjudged to a European subject ?

Deputy. No, Sir. .

Magistrate.  Well, what other evidence did you take?

93w ToroaR. s aganem oo it—aniaren @@, oo vizm fors fahws, 73
o Toferad faom | TSur ApGE WAt BIFEI T IGA,—ST FIAEH, T
wifom fweew | Afewaw, “I do not presume to discuss the matter with you,
Sit, I see I was wrong, and I am very sorry for it.”

G TTesis MR fHe® @R wiww, Toer Teerw «db; w1l 98 FA
s feiw fereamn sfataw, “Very sorry for what 2”

Deputy. For convicting a European British subject.

Magistrate. Why so?

Deputy. Because it is very wrong for a native to convict a European
British subject.

Magistrate. Why very wrong ?

Toor To16 e us Ziw Tolace wr W3 2 @’isre »mat owiv Sar i,
“Very wrong, because a European British subject cannot commit a crime
and a native cannot judge honestly.”

Magistrate. Do you admit that ?

Depury. 1 do not see why I should not. I try to do my duty to the
best of my ability, but I speak of my countrymen generally.

Magistrate. You don’t think yout countrymen ought to try Europeans ?

Deputy. Most certainly they should not. The glorious British Empire
will come to an end if they do.

Magistrate. Well, Babu, I am glad to see you are so sensible. I
wish all our countrymen were equally so; at least that all native magis-
trates were like you.

Deputry. Oh Sir! how can you expect it, when there are men at the
top of our service who think differently.

Magistrate. Are you not yourself near the top? You must have
served long.

Deputy. Unfortunately my claims to promotion have always been
overlooked. I thought of speaking to you, Sir, on the subject.

Magistrate. You certainly deserve promotion. I will write to the
Commissioner and see what can be done for you.

Toorls o wE zwe e Fiwm $iom nem1 @ e s TRy, A9
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;lmrﬁ, G AMZAS Tewen iAW, “What could you have been saying to this
ellow ?” '
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Magistrate. Oh! He is very amusing.

Joint. How so?

Magistrate. He is both fool and knave. He thinks of pleasing me
by traducing his own countrymen.

Joint. And did you tell him your mind ?

Magistrate. O no! I promised him promotion, which I will try to
get for him. He has at least the merit of not being conceited. A
conceited native is perfectly useless as a subordinate, and I prefer encourag-
ing men to make a moderate estimate of their own merits.
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Mr. Hanuman! how do you do? So glad to see you! Ah! 1 see
you are at break-fast already.”

T, Figrew, “fefme 2 e mﬁw’

IR What's that? I suppose that is the Kish-kinda patois? It is a
glorious country—is it not ? “There is a land of every land the pride.”—
and so on, as you know.

T TR FARGAPME TSI ?

IR (FATe) It seems most barbarous gibberish—that precious lingo
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of his ; but I suppose I must put up with it. (23*1) My dear Mr. Monkey,
I am ashamed to confess that I am not quite familiar with your beautiful
vernacular. I dare say it is a very polished language. I presume you can
talk a lictle English.

O HE AR A FRATHA FZHAT TIOFEH TS A T2 A aome e
mmmﬁwsmﬂmwmufvﬁﬁzmu aa\§wﬂaﬁwm
T | EWWWIIWWW TIE RES R i Iferew,
“I say—this seems somewhat—"

e W GF (75 |

“Somewhat unmannerlys—to say the least—"

TR GF AT

“Dear Mr. Hanuman—ryou will hurt me.”
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“Kind—good Mr. Hanuman.”
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