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“Greek mathematics culminated in Apollonius. Little
further advance was possible without new methods and
higher points of view. Much later, Arabs and other Muslims
absorbed the classical science greedily ; it was the Persian
poet Omar Khayyam, one of the most prominent mediaeval
mathematicians, with his remarkable classification and
systematic study of equations, which he emphasized, who
blazed the way to the modern union of analysis and geometry.
In his “Algebra” he considered the cubic as soluble only
by the intersection of conics, and the biquadratic not
at all.”
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O master | grant us only this, we prithee ;
Preach not ! But mutely guide to bliss,
we prithee !
“We walk not straight”—Nay,
it is thou who squintest !
Go, heal thy sight, and leave us in peace,
we prithee !
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