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QTF\G?T T e, “After Adisur reigned Ballal Sen, the most famous of
the Sena Kings in Vikrampur, round whose name gather almost all the
traditions still linger in Rampal...While one story makes him the son of King
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Adisur......another places him at the end of a long line of kings with whose
death the kingdom fell into the hands of the Musalman invaders.”®8
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AT TR fATATRA, “Now such a story can not be true of Vallala

Sena, as the Muslims never approached Vikrampur or Rampal during his
reign. So it has been taken to refer to Vallala Sena II, who is mentioned as
having ruled in 1312 A.D. in a text called Viprakalpa-Latika. But the
account specially the date and genealogy contained in this book can hardly

be relied upon.”?¢ @2 ST TS F=CH [T AT 7S I, “On the

bank of the Brahmaputra near Mograpara the remains of a Ratha made of
stone is still existing. It is said that Maharaja Ballal Sen II constructed the
Ratha. On the day of Rathayatra festival 100 Brahmins used to pull the car

which was finally destroyed by one converted Muslim by the name Kalu.”®®
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however, that the occurences of a later age have been embellished by the
traditions of an earlier age and that the present organisation of this great tribe
(Kayath) was the work of a reformer who lived long after the reigns of

Adisur and Ballal Sen.”%° ©. GTIR& WA forates, “SREE B o
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bridge of Taltola is wrongly attributed to Ballal Sen. Its construction is
typically of the Muslim period ...At Mirkadim (Abdullapur) there is a strong
bridge of masonry spanning the Mirkadim Khal. It is also wrongly attributed
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king was an expert in erotics and horsemanship. He was learned in the
shastras and was like a second Karna in munificence. ...Then the Brahmans
well versed in the Vedas and the subsidiary studies at the proper moment
initiated king Vallala, son of Malhana. Like a second Karna the King
desirous of prosperity, distributed gifts. He had a sword in his hand, a turban
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AR FAM1 “Its (Chittagong's) administration was left in the hands of
twelve local rajahs who paid an annual tribute to the Arakanese

King's Viceroy at Chittagong.”° (RSIE SR AT ST 7@, SR
fFat W 9w wfs sia o aEe s Rew ge
0o | 92 G FAGCE FRY TR & AP &S ITT 0T *1© SRS
@IRAR FCA T @ (AETRIFR ABITST 19 “There is always some trusted
relative or faithful clansman of the Rajah in charge of the Government of

Chatgaon.” R

wHeTE ARy saw Gem G itRE ade AfM ferew
PR | Sitwa GFE @ e o S | @ FEiE e gamt
forew Ay A @ 8 AdAETen S TRHfey | @3 TSty
ferem Greafar F@ IR Faes | qe TeaEs T ae e
fize 2o | R AT e 2@ TNNE 77 T ASREPE e |
g 3 g T e e fieNie g 20 1%° “In 1638 his brother,
Lord of Chittagong deserted to the Mughals. The chief queen Natshinme had
a paramour, the Lord of Launggyet, minister and royal kinsman, who was

expert in the deadliest forms of black magic. So Thiri Thudhamma died
suddenly. His only direct heir, Minsani, the little son of Natshinme, then fell

ill: Natshinme nursed him, and he died.”%® AN =N B
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thereupon placed her paramour on the throne as Noropatigyi (1638-45) and

enforced the Massacre of the Kinsmen.”%¢
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“Matak rai, brother of Thiri Thudhamma declared himself independent in his
Viceroyalty at Chittagong.”%* TIAIETAHMANSE AL ASET QA
Teies o fof Jra sl 2 | g T oF (ideer I
o ormfere 2 199 e A 2w SARRE-AREH-SPPR (5 e
it ifems wFTe | Toee o wEme fite v 2w | e i
oIt st ARMIER e WowE Reed s v i 7o =Mt |
PHRRAIIA TS (TRIZRT A I (AF SRS T A &y
SHAY SN | “But his attempt to oust the usurper from the throne of
Arakan failed through his naval weakness, he had to flee to Bengal for safety
along with his leading partisans. He marched by land towards Bhulua and
wrote to the imperial thanadar of the frontier post of Jagadia for protection
from the pursuing Magh fleet.”® SifAaR I=@IA T SRR, I Gt
AWK TN 4 R Rt @ B SR 479 A | T A
TR AT ol A T NS AT AR e &) Seifas
AFIIE ANGIE O AH G2 TR AR OaW PTaeE oitd e e
RIS R S2E 26T Fort R | G2 SR @] §R (iee AW
AT SAIPIN @ ColeT e Fwe) o @ T e =eeE 2@ |
TSR SPre RN @ 52 IS (N % AR (el A e
TR X0 A (T SIS SRR AR SR it 769 IR wifer
e @3 TR AWS (TN Tt SR IR [ 9= Ao A “By
Islam Khan's command the thanadar of Jagadia drove away by incessant
gunfire some 200 Magh Jalias which were obstructing Mangat rai and ferried
him over the Feni river into Mughal territory.”%®
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in fear of the Magh King's vengeance. Most of them migrated to the
Portuguese possessions, and a few came over to the Mughals with their
families and boats ; in the course of time most of the latter embraced Islam

and became merged in the local population.”°
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of his (Shuja's) officers in Bengal suggest that they were Persians and Shias.
Did they come from Persia by the now safer and more convenient sea-route

directly to Bengal?""*"
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king, after some preparations, launched a naval attack. A fleet composed of
- over 500 Jalias, 150 Ghurabs (floating batteries) and five ships full of
munition, entered the estuary between Bhalua and Sripur. Islam Khan met
the threat by advancing from Dacca, some eight miles southwards to Dhapa
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and rapidly raising four earth and bamboo forts on the two banks at the
mohana of Khizirpur and planting heavy guns on them.This bold front
scared away the Magh navy and the attack did not materialise (end of

September, 1638).”"®8
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REId ©f& 8 W@ I ACSF | “The usurper Narapatigi was never fully
accepted by the Arakanese. He depended upon his foreign mercenaries.

These were ready to unmake him. The sanctity of authority was gone.”>¢
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of recent events, the meaning of the triumph of Islam and how it arrived thay
the chief Moslem protagonists were Mongolian. For it was a curious fa
that while the government of Further India was Mongolian Buddhist, that of
India and westward beyond was Mongolian Mohamedan.

Situated as they were between the two, the Arakanese had opportunitjeg
of detecting their fundamental difference. That basic distinction centred i,

the matter of war and aggrandisement. While for Further India war wayg |

wrong and only happened by the way, for the Moslem block it was the firg
preoccupation of government. It took the Arakanese a hundred years to leam

that doctrine from the Moslem Mongolians.™®>

|

W@aﬁewmwﬁmqum%m..

el s STeEeR =R @2 foul-cea e |
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©OfF IR F BF T | “Force of circumstances made him prefer to call l

himself a feudatory of the Sultans of Bengal than of the kings of Ava. He
turned away from what was Buddhist and familiar to what was Mahomedan |
and foreign. In so doing, he loomed from the mediaeval to the modern... |

Contact with a modern civilisation resulted in a renaissance. The country's l

great age began.” SRAIFIA S SRS (7 T Tadmt ©ifFgs €0 |

FSRS I (7 | *0oF AT Y2 TIT 92 AN THIA ¢ T |
CIF S O AfSBI T I AT ST [ S AAEY A |

faf6® Z&1 | “When it was well understood, they founded what was known
as the Arakanese Empire ...In 1531 Minbin (Zabauk Shah) ascended the
throne. With him the Arakanese graduated in their Moslem studies and the |

empire was founded.”™?
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AP Z9 | “But during the short years of its greatness the century from
1540 to 1640, it was brilliant and imposing. Copying the imperial court of
Delhi, its kings adopted the title of Padshah. The French traveller Fyiard
who was in India at the time sums up its position in the Bay as second only

to that of the Mogul.”® fiEl T IRNFEW-3-93Q 8 =
TIYEIB (A8 AR AT AN 8 QR T &t AW | ©T
Rl (A0 T T ARSI T R g e Ry et | oo
ey foet YRR AR 8 @odad | FRIRRITS G @ e @unE |
To! AR foFt wt #iR AV T, Sleent e SRR T, (TS RIS
I 8 T SR Tr SIS | FINA &7 912 | WA (2T (B AR
22! et AWF (GOTAA IO, 79SS | “The Baharistan, the Fathiya and

Bernier's Travels all testify to the spacious country, political preeminence,
great splendour and large forces of the Arakan kings (termed as the Magh
Raja). According to the Baharistan, the Arakan king possessed one million
infantry, fifteen hundred elephants and ten thousand war-boats, while the
Fathiya says - their cannon are beyond numbering, their flotilla exceeds the

waves of the sea in number.””>®
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W ETC‘F{, “The Moguls are our enemies ...I, king in the midst of these great
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countries of the great empire of Bengal, over which I rule, and of Arakan,
invincible and almighty ruler of the golden house and of the red and the white

elephant, ruler of my race, by name Maha Sirisudhama Raja.”8%
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IS | R ARQSIFIE ITA AP FAER AR WEE SR
TEFIR e ©m 534w, vl ¢ YRRM SIma FTS T
AR (420 Wi g | 92 Raey <N Fedeed, “As successors of the

kings of Arakan the Burmans called on Lord Hastings to surrender
Chittagong, Dacca and Murshidabad in 1818 A.D.”8°
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S [iete wiam g7 wfemm AAfivem 36w | 3 Smew BfRR @

TGRSR A AMFL@ 9% 2 | “In the early part of the 17th century
kings of Arakan, aware of the naval strength of the Dutch, sought their aid
as allies, against the Great Mogal, with whom the Arakanese were in a

continual state of war.”88
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CRe ERRIDE L CA R ol “Many Feringis living at Chatgaon used to visit the
imperial dominions for plunder and abduction. Half their booty they gave to
the Rajah of Arrakan, and the other half they kept.....The king considered the
Feringi pirates in the light of his servants and shared their booty ...The Feringi

pirates considered the whole of Bengal as their Jagir."84
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qFG I APIMILTF S+ | “The king thereof is a heathen also, and a
great lord. They say that he possesses towns and cities in great number, he
has also many horses and elephants to boot, which come from the kingdom
of Pegu. His folk are tawny ...They are given to the use of bows (ornaments)
of gold and precious stones.They worship idols and have great houses of
prayer. The king is oftimes at war with the kings his neighbours, of whom
some do him obeisance and some pay him tribute ...The king lives
luxuriously in very good houses and wherever he may be sojourning he has
many tanks of water and right pleasant gardens, for the more part in twelve
chief cities of the kingdom, in each he has a very fine palace and a governour

in charge thereof.”8” &f® IRF ATEIF ST O W& FAN (AT > T
TUAE (TR @ AL DR INF AWl TR ) AR AN NI — e}
MG AfARABS 2 AR TG T4 1 @ | AT AZTAAS IS
TS @4 R e a0 SoAf¥e Tobmmm g | “_in

twelve chief cities of the kingdom in each he has a very fine palace and a
governour in charge thereof, and each one of these takes every year from his
own city twelve maidens born in that year. ... These are brought up in luxury
--and every year they take to the king twelve who have reached the age of
twelve years, wheresoever he may be, all are sent well washed and clean
with very thin garments, in a white robe ...Early in the morning they are sent
t0 an open space and there seated in the sun, and must stay there fasting till

noon in the full force of the sun.”8®
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39 | “Minbin embellished Mrauk-U with its greatest temples and
pagodas. But the architecture of the former is neither Mohamedan nor
Buddhist. It is Hindu, but of so unique a design as almost to constitute a
particular style. This architecture was the work of Indian builders employed

by Minbin and working to his general specifications.””*®
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and even visitors to Burma and Arakan were encouraged to form temporary
alliance with the women of the country, but on the strict understanding that when
they left the country their wives and children might not be taken away with
them. ...The pious Dutch Calvinists were also not a little worried because their

children left in Arakan were brought up to be Muslims.”**
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Capital (city of Mrauk-U) was crowded too with visitors from the towns and
villages and a large number of foreign merchants from the countries of the

Bay— Siam, Burma, India and the Spice Islands, took the opportunity of
what was expected to be a lively market and arrived in ships laden with
every sort of merchandise, food, medicines, scented woods, minerals, silk,
carpets, metal-work and porcelain. The goods were allowed in dutyfree.

It should be formed in mind that Mrauk-U though less substantially built
was comparable in size and wealth to such western cities as Amsterdam and
London. Schouten declares it the richest city in that part of Asia exceeding

in its resources both Pegu and Ayudhya, the capital of Siam.”%Y
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origin of the State of Mrauk-U which derived from the Hindu and the
Buddhist as well as from the Portuguese and the Moslem.”%%
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animals had t?een killed for a feast, and their skulls were hung in strings all
round the shrine; the worshippers drank intoxicants at the feast, and once a

year the king and court shared in it as an act of State Worship.”*¢ St
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“From a tender age Burmese boys and girls take an active part in their
religion and this feeling of Belonging lasts throughout their lives ...the
Burmans were not only suspicious of foreigners but intensely hostile
towards anyone who dared to preach another religion of which God, not
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Although strict Buddhists do not approve of Nats they had to bow to the
will of the people and a definite link between Buddhism and belief in Nats
was established when the mother of Buddha was proclaimed Queen of the
Nats.”>R

SR JoieT (RO ST BITR &4 oot Bt (1)

SIS @4 o Weed 3 SIS 74 0w QAR o (4TS A
T | R qFE AF | qHE F | GRS 76 Y oiew qvE oS |
M 7foq 43S srn Fror e s & @i St | see s om
T0o! Tzt siterg 7f6q N wei =W | @ 2w IS T @w «of AR e
Ao 39 | F A TPIRETS 7 Regit 31 =W | SR [N TS ()
R fofy o «fer Be7 | Sl ey @ AR wifes wfveiRe,
TR | T Rem(ein Fof3 @Ry | SIfFa (A seaenR g
QI e w1 T Tl Sfoaw R, GIRAIFBITS T ArHide Tifs



d0  IWMK 3 e Fw 3o, Beofs ¢ R

—

d-ﬁ-cmﬁ%mﬁiﬂmmwmmwwmq

S[Il] F6YG ICA P I | “Under the shade of the comeliest tree Mg
be seen the shrine of their two Nats, one male, the other fema-lle... They are
represented by two pebbles picked up from the banks of the river... Aroupg
each stone is wound some coloured thread, coloured yellow with turmeric_
they are rough representations of the Lingum and Yoni... Yellow g the
sacred and royal colour of Boodhism... The female is considered the Moy
powerful and is meant to represent the Mayoo Nat, or Spirit which Preside;
over the mouth of the Mayoo river. She is believed to be a most Powerfy]
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“For the earlier and better ages, (from the dialogue of Siva and Parvati) the
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Smiritis and the Purans were the right dogma. For this age, the Kalijug, the
Tantric System alone was the most suitable ; and liberation was not possible
except through faith in its tenets and practice of its injunctions. ‘Now the
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seize... AS they continually practised raids for a long time Bengal daily
pecame more and more desolate and less able to resist them. Not a house
was left inhabited on either side of the rivers lying on their track from
Chatgaon (o Dacca. The district of Bakla(Bakarganj and part of Dacca)
_.was swept so clean with their broom of plunder and abduction that none

was left to tenant any house or kindle a light in that region.” o=y T4
R ROTE 0, AR S R 0 0-S0H (0F T | “The

frontier of Bengal increased the desolation, thickened the jungle, destroyed
the Al and closed the road so well that even the snake and wind could not
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RGIY (51T (ATS | “But at the time of the Muslim conquest (1203 A.D.)
and for some centuries before it, the religion of the masses in East Bengal,
and indeed of many of the gentry too was Tantrik Hinduism, which could be
hardly distinguished from the spirit-worship and magic of later Buddhism,
as still found in Tibet. In the Hindu period, Sanskrit scholars, Hindu
physicians, and eminent Brahman priests from the west freely crossed the
river barrier and settled in East Bengal ; and, in the opposite direction,
Pilgrims from East Bengal used to visit the courts and famous shrine§ of
West Bengal. But they represented only the thin upper crust of the society,
and were concentrated in the large towns and rich monasteries of Baqga-
desh. But on the fall of Nadia and Gour to the Muslims even this little
Interchange of cultures ceased. For some time after, the mass of the people
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east of the Tista and the Brahmaputra remained Hindus, but their religiy,
was not akin to that of the Hindus of Gour or Rarh. They had no leap, o
Brahman priesthood, no Sanskrit scriptures, no Ved'ic -nt'ual. Their Worsh;
was almost everywhere conducted by illiterate animistic priests or m,
properly witch-doctors. Despised and neglected by the educated Ary,,
priesthood, with no resident Brahman clergy to look after their religjoy
instruction or conduct their rites properly, the Hindu masses of East Beng
remained as sheep without a spiritual shepherd, just like their Mongolojg

Buddhistic brethren of Kamrup and Arakan.””
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lavished by king Mindon on Mandalay.”8°
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social conditions of Bengal during the time of Pala and Sena rulers
compelled the people's art to be trampled down by the hieratic school. But
the living tradition was pulsating with life and waiting for an opportune
moment to express itself in all its vigour, richness and dynamic quality.
17th century of Bengal gave them the opportunity and along with the
vernacular literature and pictorial art, the terracotta art also expressed itself
in all vigour and joy of freedom. The art was patronised by the alien ruling
class and a new born group of Hindu landlords and merchants. The art of the

court was pushed to the background.”¥® & HICA T fifey @
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above mentioned types five and nine towered temples were very common 11
the 17th and 1st half of the 18th century A.D. Besides the templestructures,
Raths made of stone and brass were found in Assam and Bengal- On the
bank of the Brahmaputra near Mograpara the ruined remains of a Ratha
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digrssion I would take my inqusitive readers to view the tamash, €nact

the bank of the sacred Jumna. Whenever the Padshah happene iy
metropolis he, as a rule, appeared in his full splendour with rig, l? the
morning Sun in the Jharoka-e-darshan-e-mubarak (the holy royal alco(z, the
give a public view to the vast Hindu multitude almost all of whom %t
high-caste Brahmins. They anxiously awaited there to catch a glimpge 0‘;-'Ere
Padshah as an auspicious prelude to their day's work. No sooner the Pa dshthe
appeared in the balcony there were vociferous cheers and the wh;}h
multitude in one voice thundered out Pundit Jagannath's famou:

composition MEMER! TAVMCEIRT ! (Hail, to the God of Delhj who is ¢
Lord of the Universe). The multitude would neither move nor evep take:
drop of water unless they had seen the benign face of their godhes.

incarnate (Avatar). This is the evidence of history.”
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